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The AnglophoneChile project set out to digitise nineteenth-century English-language newspapers published in Valparaíso, Chile. The decision to focus on printed newspapers, rather than broader categories of archival material, reflected both the Advisory Panel’s recommendation and the project’s goal of making these rare Anglophone publications accessible to a wider scholarly audience. Material in Spanish or in mixed-language formats was excluded, except where bilingual content was integral to the identity of the newspaper itself.
The project relied heavily on the EAP Remote Capture guide to select equipment and establish a mobile photography lab. This decision saved considerable time at the outset, ensuring that digitisation could begin with tested tools and a consistent workflow. Training provided by the head of the Digital Lab at the Chilean National Library further shaped the methodology: photographers were trained to calibrate cameras and scanners, edit files to EAP standards, and connect each file to the appropriate metadata. These steps established best practices from the start and ensured consistency across the project.
The most significant challenge arose in maintaining a coherent system for the Listing Template. Early drafts revealed inconsistencies in bilingual titles, numbering, and record-keeping. The project team, with support from EAP staff, decided to revise the template and create a stricter protocol for file logging. This required corrections to existing records but ultimately produced a more reliable system and a clearer representation of the collection.
In some cases, newspaper issues proved too fragile for immediate digitisation. To address this, the project reallocated funds for professional restoration so that these materials could be stabilised and included. This decision ensured that the digital archive would preserve the complete run of the affected titles rather than leaving critical gaps in coverage. The team also chose to digitise newspapers that were not previously inventoried or classified but were judged to be of clear pertinence, including the CT Illustrated Supplement, the Iquique Times, and a Valparaíso French-language title.
The project’s success ultimately rested on three key methodological decisions: adopting EAP’s technical guidance at the outset, investing in comprehensive training to establish best practices, and implementing a meticulous approach to metadata and listing protocols. These decisions were made possible by the unflagging support of EAP staff, whose expertise and patience guided the project through every stage, and by the partnership with the Chilean National Library, whose training and collaboration were indispensable. Together, these resources shaped both the efficiency of the workflow and the integrity of the final archive.

Summary of the Methodological Decisions:
· Scope of Digitisation
· Focused on 19th-century English-language newspapers published in Valparaíso.
· Excluded Spanish-only material, except where bilingual content was integral to the newspaper’s identity.
· Equipment & Training
· Selected equipment based on the EAP Remote Capture guide, which saved time and ensured reliable setup.
· Photographers trained by the head of the Digital Lab at the Chilean National Library in calibration, file editing to EAP standards, and metadata linking.
· Metadata & Listing Template
· Early drafts revealed inconsistent bilingual titles, numbering, and record-keeping.
· Revised the Listing Template and implemented stricter protocols with EAP staff support.
· Fragile & Uncatalogued Material
· Reallocated funds for professional restoration of fragile newspapers to include complete runs of titles.
· Chose to digitise previously uncatalogued but pertinent newspapers, including the CT Illustrated Supplement, the Iquique Times, and a French-language title.
· Collaboration & Support
· EAP staff provided continuous expert guidance with patience and generosity.
· Partnership with the Chilean National Library was indispensable for training, technical oversight, and workflow consistency.
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