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Living Response to Lonflict

Responding to the vulnerability of digital cultural heritage,
collective documentation efforts to preserve digitised and
born-digital heritage in Ukraine formed via online
platform. This collaborative approach between museums,
archives and heritage professionals supports and
protects endangered documentary heritage and considers
its challenges for long-term storage /7 sifvand in cloud:
how might these be best positioned for future restoration
and digital repatriation?

The SUCHO Project

In immediate online solidarity for safe archiving, SUCHO,
Saving Ukrainian Cultural Heritage Online, was formed
in 2022 by a small team of international researchers and
programmers. Along with a group of volunteers, they
began their work together to ‘archive at-risk sites, digital
content, and data in Ukrainian cultural heritage
institutions while the country is under attack’ through
collective action.

Supra/national Lontext

By late 2072, a searchable ballery emerged for
“Exploring Ukrainian Cultural Heritage Online”, providing
snapshots of the material gathered and archived while
creating educational opportunities, and in 2023, a
Memory Savers programme. Efforts include coordinated
and collective governance of data space, digitisation
capacity-building, workshops on protecting sites for the
future, preservation in 3D via polygrammetry toals,
handling new equipment and designing new formats for
digital projects in museums.

Digital Repatriation

This raises discussion on how cultural memory is
managed and interpreted in the future: is it international?
local? in hybrid format? What can be |earned from
Ukraine's model for an open participation, one allowing
for wider documentation and collective

responsibility? What becomes of the material afterlife in
the cloud and how best to securely repatriate and
restore?

Collective documenting in wartime Ukraine:

From tangible to cloud and back again

Dr Jennifer McHugh

University of Southampton
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First artist commission in the series of artworks to commemorate the efforts of saving and protecting Ukrainian culture. Artist: Vlad

Kholodnyi, 2022.
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SUCHO Equipment Fund

Help us donate digitization hardware

S & . N -
for Ukrainian libraries, museums and - ~
archives - P
See More
The station provides light and power for
the library i of
r readers iti
r visil
i i 4

LATEST ACTIVITY BY

o

Equipment donations
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About SUCHO

Saving Ukrainian Cultural Heritage Online (SUCHO) is an - _'. y ."'.- A OA
international volunteer initiative to safeguard the digital v s ot b
cultural heritage of Ukraine amidst the ongoing Russian 3 b [ PEW M 4

invasion. Anna Kijas (Tufts University, US), Quinn Dombrowski 1'
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(Stanford University, US) and Sebastian Majstorovic
(European University Institute, Italy) launched the initiative on
1 March 2022. SUCHO quickly garnered the support of
approximately 1,000 volunteers within the first week of its
launch.

While the preservation of physical cultural heritage in Ukraine
received considerable media attention, the vulnerability of
digital cultural heritage became increasingly apparent.

Digitized content and born-digital materials, including : Cofounder, SUCHO
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photographs and other files stored on servers, faced the risk of destruction or corruption during attacks or power outages. Even websites hosted outside
of Ukraine were in jeopardy, if the websites owners were unable to meet their hosting expenses. Hence, the primary objective of SUCHO from the outset
was to safeguard Ukraine’s digital cultural heritage, with the intention of restoring the preserved files and data to their original institutions after the war.

Securing the servers
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THE NEMXT CHAPTER

In collaboration with
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View all the institutions

(r) Skeiron [skeiron.com.ua]; (1) Google Arts and Culture
[artsandculture.google.com/project/ukraine-the-next-chapter)
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Exploring Ukrainian Lultural Heritage
Unline. \nspired by Ukrainian folk artist,
Maria Prymachenko

Artist: Daria Filippova, 2024
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(al) Wedding flower crown with two hoops,
Ivan Honchar Museum;
(ar) lvasyk-Ielesyk Ukrainian folk tale

puppet theatre
(r) Wild Lhaplun Maria Prymachenko, 1977

Memory Savers 2023
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www.sucho.org/memorysavers

(I) Gir/ Lyubov Panchenka, part of Ukrainian B0s Dissident Movement
[https://treasures.ui.org.ual;
(r) http://www.sucho.org
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Saving Ukrainian Cultural
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Heritage Online
COLLECTIVE community ukraine culture + 2 more
Code repository Fiscal Host: Open Collective Europe

Volunteer initiative digitizing and backing up Ukrainian culture
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limeless Archives, limely Lonnections: Preserving Endangered
Documentary Heritage and Inspiring Lollaboration, S5/ Oct -  Nov 2024

Endangered Archives Programme @ British Library London



