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A conference celebrating 20 years of the Endangered Archives Programme
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Conference overview

Marking 20 years of the Endangered Archives Programme (EAP), this international conference will highlight the
Programme's achievements and explore common themes and topics crucial to safeguarding documentary heritage
and cultural legacy. It will bring together many of the institutions, individuals and activists working in documentary
heritage preservation today.

Attendees will not only learn about the Programme, but also preservation strategies from key organisations and
funding opportunities. Hear from panellists who will share case studies of cultural heritage protection against risks
caused by climate change, conflict or war. You will also have the opportunity to engage with peers on the most
urgent and incipient challenges and opportunities in the field, including planning for emergencies, the costs of
digitisation, designing strategic approaches, and facilitating creative responses to archives.

British Library Knowledge Centre and online §§§m
#EAPconference

Thursday 31 October, 09.00 - 17.00
Friday 1 November, 09.15 — 17.00

Knowledge Centre, The British Library,
96 Euston Road, London, NW1 2DB

Schedule at a glance

Day 1 Day 2

31 October 2024 1 November 2024

09.00 - 09.30 Registration 09.15 - 09.45 Registration

09.30 - 10.00 Welcome 09.45 - 10.00 Welcome

10.00 — 10.30 Oratures, technology, and the intangible ~ 10.00 — 10.30 Love writing: Why do we write
heritage of memory when in love?

10.30 — 10.45 Introduction to EAP 10.30 — 11.30 Climate crisis and the growing

threat to archives
10.45 - 11.15 EAP project in focus: The Abdallah Bey

Hamza collection (a Sudanese trader's archive) 11.30 — 12.00 Break

11.15 — 11.30 Break 12.00 — 12.15 Attempted takeover of the

Khalidi Library
11.30 =12.30 Who gets the funding? Reflecting

on 20 years of EAP's International Advisory Panel 12.15 - 13.10 Protecting culture during conflict
12.30 - 13.45 Lunch 13.10 — 14.00 Lunch

13.45 — 14.15 From ‘digital dark age’ to ‘an age 14.00 — 15.00 Preserving documentary heritage
of historical abundance’ — or somewhere in between? to reconstruct life histories of enslaved people
The present and future state of born-digital cultural

heritage 15.00 — 15.30 Break

14.15 -15.15 Understanding the differences 15.30 - 16.30 Hidden costs of digitisation:
among funding and strategic approaches What you need to know

15.15 — 15.45 Break 16.30 — 17.00 Closing remarks

15.45 -16.45 International skills exchange:
Lessons learnt and what's next

16.45 — 17.00 Closing remarks



Full programme 31 October 2024

09.00 — 09.30 Registration

09.30 - 10.00 Welcome
With Robin Janvrin

10.00 — 10.30 Oratures, technology, and the
intangible heritage of memory

Kola Tubgsun will connect his own experience as

a linguist, writer, scholar, publisher, editor and
filmmaker to the work of documentation, digitisation
and archiving. He will highlight the enormous
challenges currently facing those who do this work
today, either on the continent of Africa or elsewhere,
while providing examples of workable solutions,
workarounds and a possible direction for the future of
archiving in this century.

With Kola Tubostn

10.30 — 10.45 Introduction to EAP

For the last two decades, EAP has supported the digital
preservation of archives at risk across the world, thanks
to generous funding from the Arcadia Trust. In this
talk, Sam van Schaik, Head of the Endangered Archives
Programme, will introduce the basic principles of EAP,
touching on the many kinds of archive and multiple
forms of endangerment to be found in the projects
that the programme has supported over these 20
years.

With Sam van Schaik

10.45 —11.15 EAP project in focus: The Abdallah Bey
Hamza collection (a Sudanese Trader's Archive)

The Abdallah Bey Hamza collection (EAP1284),

with approximately 1,500 documents, chronicles

the activities of a prominent Sudanese trader from
the late 19th to early 20th century. It features records
of trade in Gum Arabic, cotton and ostrich feathers
throughout Sudan and Upper Egypt. Hengameh
(Henny) Ziai and Kholood Khair will discuss the
significance of this collection and their digitisation
project, which took place just before the large-scale
conflict that erupted in April 2023.

With Kholood Khair, Hengameh (Henny) Ziai
11.15 - 11.30 Break

11.30 — 12.30 Who gets the funding? Reflecting

on 20 years of EAP’s International Advisory Panel
Current and former members of EAP’s International
Advisory Panel, along with the previous Chair, will
reflect on past Panel meetings. They will share
highlights of memorable moments and standout
applications, discussing the difficult process of deciding
on which applications receive funding, and reflecting
on their hopes for the future of the Endangered
Archives Programme.

With Anthea Case (Chair), Simon Franklin, Mulaika

Hijjas, Rajeev Kinra, Caterina Pizzigoni and Hana
Sleiman

12.30 — 13.45 Lunch

13.45 - 14.15 From ‘digital dark age' to ‘an age of
historical abundance' - or somewhere in between?
The present and future state of born-digital cultural
heritage

This talk will consider the challenges associated with
the identification, capture, archiving and preservation
of the myriad forms of born-digital cultural heritage
created by individuals, communities, institutions and
organisations every day. It will focus in particular on
web and social media archives, but include discussion
of other types of born-digital data. It will discuss the
value of born-digital archives for histories of the late
20th and early 21st centuries and consider the range
of knowledge, expertise and experience required to
ensure that they are maintained and sustained. The
talk will conclude by considering the importance of
the narratives that are developed around born-digital
cultural heritage.

With Jane Winters

14.15 - 15.15 Understanding the differences among
funding and strategic approaches

The International Council on Archives (ICA), UNESCO's
Memory of the World, the International Alliance for
the Protection of Heritage in Conflict Areas (ALIPH),
and Arcadia-funded programmes such as EAP and
MEAP all aim to contribute to the preservation of
documentary heritage. Discover how their strategies
and approaches differ in pursuing this shared goal,
and how they increasingly strive to work together to
support collections at risk.

With Gala-Alexa Amagat, Marianne Deraze,
Ruth Hansford, Marcie Hopkins (Chair) and
Dian Kuswandini

15.15 — 15.45 Break

15.45 — 16.45 International skills exchange: Lessons
learnt and what's next

To preserve heritage or undertake a digitisation
project, in-country training is essential. How can this
be achieved effectively? Representatives from Cultural
Emergency Response (CER), the Hill Museum and
Manuscript Library (HMML), the National Library of
Greece and the British Library's EAP Hub network,
along with a training coordinator working on a project
at BashAyan Library in Basra, will discuss how this skills
exchange is a two-way process.

With Tamara Alattiya, David Dahdal, Romana
Delaporte, Buhle Mbambo-Thata (Chair) and Nikolas
Sarris

16.45 — 17.00 Closing remarks
With Arthur Dudney


https://eap.bl.uk/project/EAP1284

Full programme 1 November 2024

09.15 - 09.45 Registration

09.45 - 10.00 Welcome
With Tom Holland

10.00 — 10.30 Love writing: Why do we write when
in love?

In this talk, Hisham Matar will connect love — an
education, a preserving and accumulative enterprise,
and a life's work — with the instinct to write and to
archive.

With Hisham Matar

10.30 — 11.30 Climate crisis and the growing threat
to archives

The climate crisis is posing a potent and urgent risk

to documentary heritage. Fires and floods, extreme
temperatures, insect damage, rising sea levels and
coastal erosion leave archives more vulnerable to
physical deterioration, destruction or neglect. Panellists
will highlight their own experiences mitigating the
impact of these threats.

With Stephanie Grant, Wanjiru Koinange, Andrea
Richards and Helen Vincent (Chair)

11.30 — 12.00 Break

12.00 - 12.15 Attempted takeover of the Khalidi
Library

The Khalidi Library in Jerusalem, originally founded
from the Khalidi family’s personal collections, is one of
Ottoman Palestine's first public libraries and now houses
the largest private collection of Palestinian manuscripts
in the Levant. In June 2024 armed settlers stormed

the Library in an attempted takeover. We will screen a
video, pre-recorded by Raja Khalidi, which will provide
more details on the situation there now.

With Raja Khalidi

12.15 — 13.10 Protecting culture during conflict
Culture is increasingly at risk due to conflict. This session
will examine current challenges in regions facing war or
regime change.

With Dagnija Baltina, Rachel Deblinger (Chair), Nadiya
Khalak, Hana Sleiman and Peter Stone

13.10 — 14.00 Lunch

14.00 — 15.00 Preserving documentary heritage to
reconstruct life histories of enslaved people

Focusing on two digitisation projects, the ‘Liberated
African’ Registers from Sierra Leone (EAP284) and the
Lloyd's Register of Ships Online, this session will explore
how these materials can transform new academic
research, uncover previously hidden insights and serve
as a foundation for creative works.

With Remi Graves, Bonnie Greer (Chair), Albert Moore
and Suzanne Schwarz

15.00 — 15.30 Break

15.30 - 16.30 Hidden costs of digitisation: What
you need to know

Digitisation is often seen as a panacea — a cure for
conservation challenges, storage costs, and physical
deterioration of items. However, there are many often
overlooked costs associated with digitising materials,
preserving them and making them available for
researchers. This session will dive beneath the surface to
explore these hidden challenges.

With Michael Ballbach, Tom Holland (Chair), Fu'ad
Lawal, Christopher Ohge and Maureen Pennock

16.30 — 17.00 Closing remarks
With Marcie Hopkins



https://eap.bl.uk/project/EAP284

Posters

Posters will be presented both online and in-person
about projects protecting documentary heritage.

The following will be available in the Eliot room for
the duration of the conference. Project representatives
will be present during lunch breaks to talk about their
projects and answer questions.

e Preserving global cultural heritage: The modern
Endangered Archives Program at the UCLA Library

e The British Library Qatar Foundation Partnership:
Translation

e Conservation for digitisation: Islamic manuscripts at
the BLQFP

e The International Dunhuang Programme
e Endangered Sound Archives

e Endangered Archives Programme digitisation
trainings

e Endangered Archives Programme Hubs

e IFLA & Documentary Heritage: Promoting inclusive,
just and peaceful societies

The following digital posters will be available on the
EAP website.

e Video presentations are available on our YouTube
channel.

e The Southeast Asia Digital Library: Sustainability
through cooperation

* Collective documenting in wartime Ukraine: From
tangible to cloud and back again

* Guidelines to prepare an emergency plan for the
public archives of Belo Horizonte's city: Case Study
of the SMATES Fund

e Archival collaboration: Peer-to-peer networking in a
small island repository

e International Centre for Documentary Heritage under
the auspices of UNESCO

Speakers

Tamara Alattiya

Tamara Alattiya is the founder of Qantara Organisation
of Heritage, Culture and Arts in Irag. She is also

a translator, writer and university teacher. Tamara

has been working with different organisations and
institutions in the field of heritage and culture since
2016, namely the British Institute of the Study of Iraq,
Friends of Basrah Museum, and Safina projects.

She has been part of the team that re-opened

Basrah Museum, and coordinated the early stages

of establishing Irag's new Modern History Museum.

In addition to her Bachelor's and Master's degree

in Translation, Tamara has participated in training
programmes related to culture and heritage, including:
ARCA postgraduate programme (Association for
Research into Crimes Against Art) in Amelia, Italy,

and the British Museum's ITP (International Training
Programme), in London, UK. This is in addition to
programmes implemented locally in Basra by many
distinguished bodies like the UNESCO, Friends of Basrah
Museum, the British Council and others. Recently,
Tamara and Qantara team have been working on the
project of Reviving BashAyan house and library.

Gala-Alexa Amagat

Gala-Alexa Amagat is a project manager at ALIPH,
where she oversees projects related to documentary
heritage and collections. The International alliance for
the protection of heritage in conflict areas, based in
Geneva, is the main global fund exclusively dedicated
to the protection and rehabilitation of cultural
heritage in conflict zones and post-conflict situations.
ALIPH finances concrete initiatives carried out on the
ground, hand-in-hand with local partners, authorities,
and communities. ALIPH is now also committed to
protecting the heritage in vulnerable countries against
the impacts of climate change.

Michael Ballbach

Michael Ballbach has been a member of the Google
Books engineering team for 11 years, leading it for the
past seven. His team is responsible for the technology
that powers Google's digitisation operation, along with
Google's customer facing books experiences, like books
mode search, Google Ngrams, and how books appear in
the main search experience. Before Google, Michael had
a career in computer games. He's based near Google's
headquarters in Mountain View, California, and in his
spare time he keeps bees.

Dagnija Baltina

Since September 2024, Dagnija Baltina has been
Director of the National Library of Latvia. Previously,
Dagnija was the Director of the Special Collections
Department of the National Library of Latvia, a
researcher, lecturer at the Latvian Academy of Culture,
and former Secretary General of the Latvian National
Commission for UNESCO. Dagnija Baltina is an
internationally recognised cultural heritage expert
with many years of experience at the Latvian National
Commission for UNESCO from 2008 to 2016. From
2009 to 2011 she represented Latvia on the UNESCO


https://eap.bl.uk/conference-2024
https://www.aliph-foundation.org/
https://books.google.co.uk/
https://books.google.co.uk/
https://www.lnb.lv/en/

Executive Board as its Vice President, and is an expert on
UNESCO's normative instruments and cultural heritage
policies, in particular on the preservation and protection
of World Heritage and documentary heritage. Her
professional interests focus on the role of libraries in
community planning, welfare and development.

Anthea Case

Anthea Case was the Principal Adviser (Chief Executive)
of the Arcadia Philanthropic Trust between 2004 and
2020. During those years she chaired the Endangered
Archives International Advisory Panel. She remains a
member of Arcadia's Advisory Board. Having worked

in H. M. Treasury for almost 30 years, she became
Chief Executive of the National Heritage Memorial
Fund and the Heritage Lottery Fund in 1995. In recent
years she has had a number of roles in the heritage and
arts sector, including chair of The Heritage Alliance,
Heritage Commissioner on CABE (the Commission

for Architecture and the Built Environment), Chair of
the National Trust's East of England Regional Advisory
Board and of the Norwich Heritage and Economic
Regeneration Trust, member of the British Council's
Cultural Protection Advisory Group and a trustee of the
Norfolk and Norwich Festival Trust. She is currently a
member of the Cambridge University Library Advisory
Board and a trustee of the llluminated River Foundation.

David Dahdal

David Dahdal has been supporting development
initiatives of various cultural heritage organisations

in Palestine over many years, with special focus on
Jerusalem and the Gaza strip. This has been done, in
part, by being the Country Director for the Hill Museum
and Manuscript Library (HMML) in Palestine for over
13 years. David is also the Project Lead for two EAP
projects in the region (EAP1285 and EAP1499). In
addition David acts as the Director of Development and
Grants at St. John of Jerusalem Eye Hospital Group, a
British medical charity operating under the umbrella of
the International Order of St. John.

Rachel Deblinger

Rachel Deblinger is the Director of the Modern
Endangered Archives Program (MEAP) at the UCLA
Library, a granting program that funds the digitisation
and preservation of at-risk cultural heritage materials
from around the world. MEAP grants facilitate archival
documentation and open access to global voices that
challenge established historical narratives. Deblinger

is also the author of the forthcoming Saving Our
Survivors: How American Jews learned about the
Holocaust (Indiana University Press, 2025). Her research
focuses on Holocaust memory in America, media
technology and digital archives.

Romana Delaporte

Romana Delaporte is Project Coordinator at Cultural
Emergency Response (CER). At CER she coordinates
heritage preservation projects and training initiatives,
such as the Emergency Response to Documentary
Heritage course. With a BA in Law and a MA in
Heritage Management she specialises in the legal
protection of cultural heritage. In the last five years
she worked for several international organisations and

NGOs. During her work at ICCROM from 2018 —
2019, she assisted in the organisation of the First Aid

to cultural heritage in times of crisis (FAC) course in
Rome. From 2020 — 2022, she worked at the UNESCO
Secretariat of the 1970 Convention on the illicit
trafficking and restitution of cultural goods. Besides her
work for CER, she volunteers for Blue Shield France and
the French Federation of Firefighters (FNSPF), where she
participates in commissions, organises trainings, collects
and analyses data on fires and disasters that affect
cultural heritage.

Marianne Deraze

Marianne Deraze is the Programmes Manager at the
International Council on Archives (ICA). In this role
she develops and manages strategic initiatives that
align with the organisation’s leadership objectives,
working closely with a global network of volunteers
and expert groups. Her work contributes to the creation
of key resources, online courses and the organisation
of biennial international conferences and congresses,
all aimed at addressing the pressing issues within the
archival community.

Regarding safeguarding endangered archives, she

has led the ICA project supporting Ukrainian archives
over the past year and a half. Funded by the ALIPH
Foundation, this project has produced a practical guide,
developed in collaboration with four Ukrainian archives
and international experts, and has facilitated the delivery
of equipment for the digitisation and preservation of
Ukrainian heritage during the ongoing conflict. Building
on this work ICA is working with the ALIPH Foundation
for the development of a new project, which will extend
assistance to a broader range of Ukrainian archives.

Arthur Dudney

Arthur Dudney is the Director of Culture at the
charitable fund Arcadia. He manages a programme

of grants to digitise endangered cultural heritage
around the world, ensuring that it is available to future
generations as well as being more accessible in the
present. In this role he thinks extensively about the
ethics of cultural documentation and best practices

for sustainable digital archiving. He was previously

a research fellow at the Universities of Oxford and
Cambridge, and a teaching fellow at SOAS. He holds a
PhD in Middle Eastern, South Asian and African Studies
from Columbia University and an AB in Classics from
Princeton University. He is a fellow of the Royal Asiatic
Society and a member of the UK Young Academy.

Simon Franklin

Simon Franklin is Emeritus Professor of Slavonic Studies
at the University of Cambridge, a Fellow of the British
Academy, and a former member of the EAP panel
(2013 - 2019). He has written extensively on the
history and culture of medieval Eastern Europe and of
Russia in the Early Modern period, with a particular
focus on the history of writing and material texts. His
principal books on the subject are Writing, Society

and Culture in Early Rus, c. 950 — 1300 (Cambridge
University Press, 2002), and The Russian Graphosphere,
1450 — 1950 (Cambridge University Press, 2019). He

is currently working on the first systematic study of


https://eap.bl.uk/project/EAP1285
https://eap.bl.uk/project/EAP1499
https://meap.library.ucla.edu/
https://www.culturalemergency.org/
https://www.ica.org/
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the development and functions, in 17th- and 18th-
century Russia, of a type of document that, because

of its traditionally low status among cultural historians,
has had to be sought partly in endangered archives: the
printed blank form.

Stephanie Grant

Stephanie Grant is the Director of the British Council’s
Cultural Protection Fund, which was set up in 2016 to
protect heritage at risk due to conflict in the Middle
East and North Africa. Since she joined in 2019, she has
overseen the award of nearly £25 million in funding,
expanded the fund's geographical reach into East Africa
and South Asia and increased the remit to protect
heritage at risk due to climate change. Stephanie has an
extensive background in funding across culture, heritage
and arts, including roles at the EU’s Creative Europe
programme, Arts Council England and as a freelance
development consultant for cultural organisations.

Remi Graves

Remi Graves is a London based poet and drummer.

A former Barbican Young Poet, their work has been
featured on BBC Radio 4, at St Paul's Cathedral and in
various anthologies (published by Broken Sleep Books,
Ink Sweat and Tears, Pan Macmillan). Past commissions
include ‘a well worn path’ for Arthouse Jersey and ‘On
Breathing' for Barbican. They have led courses at The
Poetry School and facilitate in schools around London.
Remi was longlisted for the Merky Books New Writers'
Prize in 2020. Their debut pamphlet, ‘with your chest,
was published by fourteen poems in 2022. Remi is the
winner of the 2024 Prototype Prize short form category.

Bonnie Greer

Bonnie Greer is an American-British playwright, author,
critic and commentator, raised on the Southside of
Chicago; and a former New Yorker. There she was a
member of the Actors Studio Playwright And Directors
Unit under theatre legend Elia Kazan.

She has lived in the UK since 1986. Her plays have been
performed on the London stage including the West End
and on BBC Radio. Her last radio play, Ferguson (2016)
was BBC Play of the week and her last stage play The
Hotel Cerise was staged at Theatre Royal Stratford East
in 2016. She has served as Deputy Chair of the British
Museum, and has served on the Boards of the Royal
Academy of Dramatic Art; the Royal Opera House,
Covent Garden; and the London Film School. She was
awarded an honorary doctorate in Drama from the
Royal Conservatoire of Scotland. Her portrait, by the
Scottish Ghanaian artist Maud Sulter, is in the Collection
of the National Portrait Gallery.

In 2010, she was named by The Observer Newspaper
as one of 300 UK Public Intellectuals. She is the only
woman playwright on the list. In 2010, she was made
an OBE by the Queen for her services to the Arts.

Ruth Hansford

Ruth Hansford is the Programme Manager of the EAP.
She joined the Library in 2016. She manages the EAP's
annual funding round and the portfolio of live projects,
which becomes more diverse and complex each year. In

her time here she has handled hundreds of applications
and launched 218 projects; there are currently 79 live
projects from all over the world. In the most recent
funding round 35 awards were made, which is the
highest to date. Ruth has a background in languages
and literature and her PhD, entitled At the cocktail
party, is a study of musicians' hearing and listening to
words and music.

Mulaika Hijjas

Dr Mulaika Hijjas is Reader in South East Asian

Studies at SOAS University of London, where she
specialises in the Malay manuscript tradition and

also teaches the literature and cultural studies of the
region. She has published numerous articles and a
monograph (Victorious Wives: The Disguised Heroine
in Nineteenth-Century Malay Syair, NUS Press,
2010), as well as a community-sourced text edition
based on a British Library digitised manuscript (Syair
Jaran Tamasa, Fixi, 2024). She held a British Academy
Postdoctoral Fellowship from 2009 — 2014, and is now
principal investigator on the Leverhulme Trust Research
Leadership Award Mapping Sumatra's Manuscript
Cultures, which draws extensively on EAP material.

Tom Holland

Tom Holland is an award-winning historian, biographer
and broadcaster. He is the author of Rubicon, Persian
Fire, Millennium: The End of the World and the
Forging of Christendom, In the Shadow of the Sword,
Dynasty, and Dominion. His most recent book, Pax,
about the heyday of the Roman Empire, came out

this summer. Holland has adapted Homer, Herodotus,
Thucydides and Virgil for the BBC. His biography of
Fthelstan, the first King of England, was published

in 2016 under the Penguin Monarchs series, and his
biography of Athelflaed, England's Forgotten Founder,
was a Ladybird Expert Book published in 2019. His
first children’s book, The Wolf Girl, the Greeks and the
Gods, came out this spring.

Holland is co-presenter of the world's biggest history
podcast The Rest is History, which gets over 10
million downloads a month. He is a trustee of the
British Library, an honorary fellow of Queens' College,
Cambridge and has been described in The Times as ‘a
leading English cricketer.’

Marcie Hopkins

Marcie Hopkins is the Director of International at the
British Library. She leads the Library's international
engagement activities, working with partners

around the world to advance knowledge and

mutual understanding. She has worked on major
transformational programmes, such as the Centre

for Conservation and the Newspaper Programme,
developed the International Library Leaders Programme
and the creation of training hubs with partners on five
continents with a major focus on the preservation and
protection of cultural heritage. Between 2015 and
2021, Marcie was Secretary General for the Conference
of European National Librarians (CENL) and led the
CENL Secretariat. She sits on the Editorial Boards for the
Alexandria Journal and Bosniaca Journal and is the Vice-
Chair of the IFLA Europe Regional Division Committee.


https://cultural-protection-fund.britishcouncil.org/
https://eap.bl.uk/

Robin Janvrin

The Rt Hon the Lord Janvrin GCB GCVO QSO PC is

an independent Crossbench member of the House of
Lords, Senior Adviser to HSBC Private Bank (UK), and
the Prime Minister's Trade Envoy to Turkey. He served in
the Royal Navy and, from 1999 to 2007, he was Private
Secretary to HM The Queen, effectively her closest
adviser and chief of staff.

He is the Deputy Chair of the British Library Board and
Chair of the Remuneration Committee. Robin also chairs
the Library's Fundraising Advisory Group, and a member
of Investment and Nomination Committees.

Kholood Khair

Kholood Khair is the founder and director of Confluence
Advisory, a ‘think and do tank’ formerly based in
Khartoum that works on three priority policy areas:
peace and security, economy, and governance. Kholood
also hosted and co-produced Spotlight 249, Sudan’s
first English language political discussion and debate
show aimed at young Sudanese. Kholood has a career
spanning the fields of research, aid programming and
policy in Sudan and across the Horn of Africa. She

has written research and analysis pieces for several
international publications and has provided analyses for
research and policy institutions worldwide. Kholood has
briefed the UNSC twice, as well as the US Congress and
UK Parliamentarians. Kholood has and MSC in Violence,
Conflict and Development from SOAS, University

of London and an MSC in African Studies from the
University of Oxford.

Nadiya Khalak

In 1990 Nadiya graduated with honours from Lviv
National University and worked as a researcher at

the Archaeographic Commission at the Institute of
Social Sciences of Ukraine. Since 1992 she has been
working at the M.S. Hrushevsky Institute of Ukrainian
Archaeography and Source Studies of the National
Academy of Sciences of Ukraine (junior researcher,
researcher, senior researcher, and now the scientific
secretary of the Lviv branch). Since October 2022 she
has also been a visiting researcher at the University of
Warsaw (Poland). Her publications include more than
100 articles in scientific journals in Ukraine and abroad.

Nadiya has published five books as a compiler. Her
research interests are related to intellectual history, in
particular Ukrainian historiography and socio-political
thought of the 19th and 20th centuries, the study of
historical maps, and the creation of interactive online
maps on the history of Ukraine in the twentieth century.
She is familiar with archival materials related to the history
of Ukraine in the modern period and the development
of Ukrainian historical and political thought. Since

2017 Nadiya Khalak has been digitising and describing
collections of Ukrainian archival documents as part of the
Endangered Archive Programme.

Raja Khalidi

Raja Khalidi is one of three co-Administrators of the
Khalidi Library and Wagqf (family endowment) in
Jerusalem. He was trained as a development economist
in the UK and worked much of his professional life

with the United Nations in Geneva before moving to
Palestine, where he currently lives and works as Director
General of the Palestine Economic Policy Research
Institute (MAS). His grandfather founded the Library
125 years ago.

Rajeev Kinra

Rajeev Kinra is an associate professor of South Asian
history and comparative literature at Northwestern
University, specialising in early modern Indo-Persian
literary and political culture, especially under the Mughal
Empire and during the early phase of British colonialism
in India. His first book, Writing Self, Writing Empire:
Chandar Bhan Brahman and the Cultural World of the
Indo-Persian State Secretary (2015), received the 2019
Mohammad Habib Memorial Prize, awarded by the
Indian History Congress for the best book on medieval
or early modern Indian history published between 2015
—2018. Author of numerous scholarly articles, Kinra also
served from 2020 — 2024 on the editorial board of the
Murty Classical Library of India (MCLI), and from 2016
— 2023 on the International Advisory Panel of EAP.

Wanijiru Koinange

Wanijiru Koinange is a Kenyan author, entrepreneur,
and cultural activist. She is the author of the acclaimed
novel The Havoc of Choice, which explores the impact
of political unrest on a Kenyan family. Koinange co-
founded Book Bunk, an organisation dedicated to
restoring Nairobi's public libraries. Her work is driven by
a passion for storytelling and community engagement,
reflecting her commitment to preserving and promoting
Kenyan culture and history. With a background in
journalism and creative writing, Koinange is a prominent
voice in African literature, advocating for social change
through the power of narrative.

Dian Kuswandini

Dian Kuswandini works with UNESCO Headquarters in
Paris, France, as Associate Programme Specialist in the
Communication and Information Sector. She spearheads
projects under the Memory of the World Programme

in the Digital Policies and Digital Transformation
Section, focusing on the preservation and accessibility
of documentary heritage. She has previously worked in
advocacy and capacity development on issues around
access to information, media development, and freedom
of expression.

Before joining UNESCO she honed her skills as

a journalist and served in several international
organisations, including the Food and Agriculture
Organisation of the United Nations, United Cities and
Local Governments, and the International Chamber of
Commerce. She holds a Master's degree in International
Strategic Management from Université Paris-Nanterre
and a Bachelor's degree in Communication Science from
the University of Indonesia.

Fu'ad Lawal

Fu'ad Lawal is a media and technology expert who has
spent the past decade driving innovation and growth
across various industries, from digital media to fintech.
His career includes pivotal roles at leading digital media
firms such as Pulse, Red Media, and Big Cabal Media.


https://www.bookbunk.org/
https://www.unesco.org/en/memory-world

Fu'ad's expertise extends to Nigeria's startup ecosystem,
exemplified by his leadership in business growth at Eden
Life. Currently, Fu'ad serves as the Executive Director

of Archivi.ng, an organisation dedicated to preserving
Nigerian history by digitising old Nigerian newspapers
and making them accessible. Archivi.ng's mission is to
enable the sensemaking of African history in new and
interesting ways. He writes non-fiction at Vistanium.com.

Hisham Matar

Hisham Matar was born in New York City to Libyan
parents. He spent his childhood in Tripoli and Cairo and
has lived most of his life in London. He is the author of
the novels In the Country of Men, which was shortlisted
for the Man Booker Prize, Anatomy of a Disappearance,
and, most recently, My Friends, which was published

in January 2024. His two memoirs are: The Return,
which was the recipient of a 2017 Pulitzer Prize, the
PEN/Jean Stein Award, the Rathbones Folio Prize, the
Slightly Foxed Best First Biography Prize, France's Prix
du Livre Etranger Inter & Le Journal du Dimanche and
Germany's Geschwister Scholl Prize, and A Month in
Siena, a meditation on grief, art and human intimacy.
Matar is a Fellow of the Royal Society of Literature and
an Honorary Fellow of the Royal Academy of Arts. His
work has been translated into over 30 languages.

Buhle Mbambo-Thata

Dr Buhle Mbambo-Thata is the University Librarian

of the National University of Lesotho. Dr Mbambo-
Thata previously served as the Director — Resources
Development of the African Library and Information
Association and Institutions (AfLIA); Executive Director,
Library Services, University of South Africa; University
Librarian, University of Zimbabwe, and Senior Librarian,
University of Botswana. She serves as Chair of the Board
of Directors of Africa Commons, a member of the Board
of Directors of the Council on Library and Information
Resources (CLIR), a member of a member of the Board
of Directors of African Journals Online (AJOL) and on
the International Advisory Committee of EAP. She
served two terms as Governing Board member of IFLA.

Albert Moore

Albert Moore is the Director and Senior Government
Archivist and Records Manager of the Sierra Leone
Public Archives. He graduated with a BA (majoring in
History and Political Science) at Fourah Bay College,
(FBC) University of Sierra Leone (USL), and an MA

in Records Management and Archive Administration
(International) from School of Library, Archive and
Information Studies, University College London. He has
been a Professional Archivist for over three decades.
For ten years he has served as a part-time Lecturer in
Records Management and Archive Administration at
the Institute of Library, Information and Communication
Studies, FBC, USL.

Moore has done records management and archival work
in nearly all government ministries and departments;
and some agencies in Sierra Leone. A decade ago, he
led a team of professionals and students in developing

a practical approach to the creation, control, use
maintenance and disposition of records in the Sierra
Leone Public Service. Moore works closely with Paul

Lovejoy and Suzanne Schwarz in the British Library EAP
in Sierra Leone. He was also the Team Leader at the

Public Archives Repository of Sierra Leone that scanned
documents from 1789 to early 1900 as part of the EAP.

Christopher Ohge

Christopher Ohge is Senior Lecturer in Digital
Approaches to Literature at the School of Advanced
Study, University of London. He is the author of

the book Publishing Scholarly Editions: Archives,
Computing, and Experience (2021). Other published
works have appeared in Textual Cultures, Essays in
Criticism, American Literary History, Scholarly Editing,
Leviathan, NN&Q, and several edited collections on
Herman Melville, textual editing and digital research
methods. Since 2022 he has also coordinated the Tool-
kit group for the Digital Humanities Climate Coalition.

Maureen Pennock

Dr Maureen Pennock is Head of Digital Collection
Management and Preservation at the British Library,
leading the development and implementation of

the Library's strategy for long term digital collection
management. Working closely with colleagues from
other national libraries and Universities, she also leads
the Library's input into the 3 year collaborative ReVerDi
project on the sustainability of print versus digital
collecting.

Dr Pennock sits on the IFLA Advisory Committee on
Cultural Heritage where she advises on digital heritage
in its many forms and formats, and is a member of the
Steering Group for the international digital preservation
conference series, iPres. She finally got round to doing
her PhD during the pandemic, developing a landscape
reference model and solution for disentangling the
nature and complexity of digital preservation risk.

Caterina Pizzigoni

Caterina Pizzigoni is Associate Professor of History at
Columbia University, specialising in the colonial history
of Latin America. Her interests include Indigenous
populations, sources in Nahuatl (indigenous language of
central Mexico), social history, household and material
culture, religion and gender. She has been conducting
research in national, local and religious archives in
central Mexico. She served on the EAP Advisory Panel
between 2015 and 2023. She has published three books
and a series of articles. Her current research focuses on
household saints in colonial Mexico.

Andrea Richards

Andrea Richards is a Caribbean public archaeologist
working on various initiatives targeting natural and
cultural heritage being impacted by climate-induced
and other natural hazards, the safeguarding of living
heritage in emergencies and the synergies which

exist between the tangible and the intangible and

in how islanders of the Caribbean respond to severe
environmental change. She is presently undertaking
doctoral research on cultural heritage pathways

in climate action and has conducted research for
publications focusing on the impact of climate-induced
and other natural hazards on heritage in the Caribbean.
Andrea is a UNESCO expert for heritage in emergencies
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and has supported various countries in undertaking
post-disaster assessments and recovery planning for the
culture sector particularly in documentary heritage. She
also recently supported UNESCO in the development of
Disaster Recovery Framework Guidelines for the global
culture sector.

Nikolas Sarris

Dr Nikolas Sarris is a senior book and paper conservator
at the National Library of Greece. He has been an
Assistant Professor of book and paper conservation at
the Department for the Preservation and Conservation
of Cultural Heritage in Zakynthos, Greece and a
conservator at the British Library where he took part
in the conservation project of the Codex Sinaiticus. He
was the supervisor of the conservation laboratory at
the monastery of St John Theologian, Patmos, Greece,
where he also organised the Patmos Workshops on
Conservation and Historic Bookbinding, 2006 — 2012.

Since 2001 he has collaborated with the Ligatus
Research Centre on bookbinding research related

to the St Catherine's Library Conservation Project in
Sinai, and since 2006 with the Thesaurus Islamicus
Foundation for conservation and training projects at

the National Library of Egypt, Cairo. He worked with
Hamburg University on the Ethio-SPARE project for

the preservation and onsite conservation of Ethiopic
manuscripts from Tigray. He has been an UNESCO

and ALIPH Foundation consultant for training and
manuscript conservation projects for libraries of Irag and
is an Expert Evaluator, Reviewer and Vice Chair for the
EU Commission on HORIZON projects. He has lectured
and published widely on the topics of book conservation
and historic bookbinding.

Suzanne Schwarz

Suzanne Schwarz is Professor of History at the
University of Worcester. Her research focuses on the
transatlantic slave trade and abolition in the late 18th
and early 19th centuries. Her recent publications include
two chapters in UNESCO's General History of Africa,
X: Africa and its Diasporas (Paris: UNESCO, 2023).
Her article on ‘Royal Attitudes to the Atlantic Slave
Trade and Abolition in the Late Eighteenth and Early
Nineteenth Centuries’ was published in The English
Historical Review in 2023.

Professor Schwarz is part of an international
collaborative research project at the Harriet Tubman
Institute for Research on Africa and its Diasporas at York
University, Toronto. She is Principal Investigator for an
EAP project to preserve rare documentary sources in the
Sierra Leone Public Archives at Freetown. The current
project (EAP1366) focuses on ‘Preserving Records of
Social and Political Life in Nineteenth Century Sierra
Leone’, and the previous phase of the project (EAP782)
is entitled ‘Preserving nineteenth century records in

the Sierra Leone Public Archives'. She was a historical
adviser for the BBC2 documentary series, Black and
British: A Forgotten History, and also for the UNESCO
series of films entitled Les Routes de L'Esclavage. She
also provided historical advice for the programme
Recaptive 11407 on the BBC World Service.

Hana Sleiman

Hana Sleiman is a Lecturer in Modern Middle Eastern
History at the University of Edinburgh. She researches
the history of historiography in the Levant, with a
focus on archive building and record keeping in the
20th century. She earned a PhD in History from

the University of Cambridge (2021) and an MA in
Middle East Studies from Columbia University (2013).
Previously, she was the Special Collections Librarian
at the American University of Beirut Archives (2014 —
2016), working on the Constantine Zurayk personal
papers and co-leading the Palestinian Oral History
Archive.

Peter Stone

Peter Stone OBE FSA MCIfA is the elected President

of the Blue Shield, the independent, impartial, neutral,
and not-for-profit international NGO dedicated to the
protection of heritage in the event of armed conflict

or following disaster. He is also the UNESCO Chair in
Cultural Property Protection and Peace at Newcastle
University, UK. Before joining the University, he had
worked for English Heritage as a field archaeologist and
history teacher.

Since 2003 Peter has worked with the heritage,
uniformed, and humanitarian sectors to raise awareness
of the importance of the better protection of heritage
in times of conflict, stressing the importance of heritage
as a contributor to peace. Peter advised Ministers,
Members of both House of the UK Parliament, and civil
servants over on the drafting of the UK's 2017 Cultural
Protection (Armed Conflicts) Act that enabled the UK
to finally ratify the 1954 Hague Convention on the
Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of Armed
Conflict and its two Protocols of 1954 and 1999. He
works closely with the UN Training School in Ireland
where an annual CPP course for peacekeepers has been
established.

Peter has written extensively on this topic including co-
editing, with Joanne Farchakh Bajjaly, The Destruction
of Cultural Heritage in Iraqg (2008) and editing Cultural
Heritage, Ethics, and the Military (2011). His 2013
article The 4 Tier approach in the British Army Review
prompted the establishment of the Cultural Property
Protection Unit in UK forces.

Kola Tabosun

Kola Tubosun is a Nigerian writer and linguist, publisher
of OlongoAfrica, author of Edwardsville by Heart
(2018), Igba Ewe: Translated Poems of Emily R.
Grosholz (2021), and Esu at the Library & Other
Poems (2024). He is a Fulbright scholar (2009),

Miles Morland Writing Fellow (2018), and Chevening
Research Fellow at the British Library (2019 — 2020). His
work has been published in African Writer, Aké Review,
Brittle Paper, International Literary Quarterly, Enkare
Review, Maple Tree Literary Supplement, Jalada,
Popula, Saraba Magazine and World Literature Today.
He has translated the works of Chimamanda Adichie,
Haruki Murakami, Ngugi wa Thiong'o, Wole Soyinka,
James Baldwin, Sarah Ladipo-Manyika, Cervantes and
others between English and Yoruiba. He'’s the current
Africa co-editor of Best Literary Translations anthology
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published by Deep Vellum. His work in language
advocacy earned him the Premio Ostana Special Prize
in Cuneo ltaly in 2016.

Sam van Schaik

Sam van Schaik is Head of the EAP. He has been

in this role since 2019, recently overseeing a new
funding agreement with Arcadia that will extend EAP’s
activities through to 2033. He previously worked at the
British Library as a Research Project Manager on the
International Dunhuang Programme, where his most
recent research project was the EU-funded Beyond
Boundaries: Religion, Region, Language and the State, a
six-year project in collaboration with the British Museum
and the School of Oriental and African Studies. He
received his PhD in Tibetan Studies from the University
of Manchester in 2000, and his published books include
Tibet: A History (2011), Tibetan Zen (2015) and
Buddhist Magic (2020).

Helen Vincent

Helen Vincent joined the British Library in June 2024 as
Head of Western Heritage Collections, after working
for over 20 years at the National Library of Scotland
first as a Rare Books Curator and then as Head of Rare
Books, Maps and Music Collections. She is currently
chair of IFLA's Cultural Heritage Advisory Committee,
having served on its Rare Books and Special Collections
Committee and Governing Board. She also represents
CILIP on the Blue Shield UK National Committee and

is @ member of the Europeana Climate Action Steering
Group.

Jane Winters

Jane Winters is Professor of Digital Humanities at the
School of Advanced Study, University of London. She has
led or co-directed a range of digital projects, including
the Congruence Engine and Heritage Connector projects;
the UK-Ireland Digital Humanities Association network;
Big UK Domain Data for the Arts and Humanities; and
Traces through Time: Prosopography in Practice across
Big Data. Jane's research interests include digital history,
born-digital archives (particularly the archived web) and
open access publishing. She has published most recently
on web archives and researcher access, Non-Print Legal
Deposit, and born-digital archives and the problem of
search. Jane is currently chair of the Digital Preservation
Coalition and Vice-President of the Royal Historical
Society.

Henny Ziai

Hengameh (Henny) Ziai is a Lecturer in the History of
Middle East and Africa at SOAS, University of London.
Her research lies at the intersection of political theory,
critical political economy, and Islamic studies, with a focus
on colonial formations and the emergence of modern
political subjectivity in Sudan during the long nineteenth
century. Through the EAP, she was involved in digitising
the Abdallah Bey Hamza archive, a rare collection of
1,500 commercial and land documents belonging to a
19th century merchant from northern Sudan.

Associated programming

Delegates attending the conference in person are
welcome to join tours of the Library and/ or the sound
digitisation studios. If you are interested please email
us at international@bl.uk with details of the tour(s)
you are interested in and confirmation of conference
ticket purchase.

We have limited capacity so places will be allocated on a
first come, first served basis so please only sign up if you
will be able to attend. All tours will be given in English.

British Library building tour

Wednesday 30 October, 14.00, 14.15 or 14.30

Please meet your tour guide at the Information Desk of
the main Library building. We'll confirm the start time
of your tour upon receipt of your booking request.

Sound digitisation studio tour

Thursday 31 October, 17.30
Please convene at the entrance of the Knowledge
Centre and staff will escort you to the studio.

Tickets

All tickets are available for purchase online. The webinar
link for online attendees will be sent to the email address
used to book your ticket ahead of the conference.

Recordings

The conference will be recorded and made available for
in-person and online attendees following the event.
Accessibility

We aim to make this conference as accessible as
possible.

Events in the Pigott Theatre will include BSL/ English
interpretation for both online and in-person attendees

Captions will be available for both online and in-person
attendees

All floors have step-free access and entrances have
button-assisted opening

The Dickens room will be available as a quiet space and
prayer room for the duration of the conference

If you have further accessibility questions, needs or
dietary requirements please email international@bl.uk.
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The Endangered Archives Programme

The Endangered Archives Programme (EAP) facilitates
the digitisation of archives around the world that are in
danger of destruction, neglect or physical deterioration.
Thanks to generous funding from Arcadia, a charitable
foundation that works to preserve cultural heritage and
promote open access to knowledge, we have provided
grants to over 500 projects in over 90 countries
worldwide, in more than a hundred languages and
scripts.

Since 2004 the Programme has helped digitise more
than 13 million images and 35,000 sound tracks.
Archive types digitised include rare printed sources,
manuscripts, visual materials, and audio recordings. This
continually expanding online collection is available freely
through local archival partners and the EAP website, for
research and inspiration.

Apply to EAP

Our round 20 call is now open. Applications are due by
8 November 2024. Visit our website to apply.

EAP resources

Visit our EAP website to download our Remote Capture
book on digitising documentary heritage in challenging
locations and to watch our training videos.

EAP Regional Hubs

EAP is working with a network of Regional Hubs to co-
create and deliver a series of online and onsite training
opportunities for institutions, researchers, archivists,
librarians and anyone interested in protecting archival
material at risk. Visit our website to see our upcoming
events.

eap.bl.uk

The British Library

We are the national library of the UK. Our shelves

hold over 170 million items — a living collection that

gets bigger every day. Although our roots extend

back centuries, we collect everything published today,
tomorrow and decades into the future. We have millions
of books, but also newspapers, maps, sound recordings,
patents and stamps. Our spaces are open for study, a
place to meet friends, to start up a new business or to
get inspired by visiting our galleries and events.

bl.uk

Social media

If you're posting on any social media platform,
please use the hashtag #EAPconference and tag us
@britishlibrary

Contact

Please email international@bl.uk with any queries on
this event.

Thank you

EAP and the British Library International Office are
grateful to all the speakers and participants for their
contribution to this event.

We extend warm thanks to Arcadia for their generous
funding.

We would also like to thank the following people for
their support, time and kindness during the organisation
of this conference:

Conference chairs

Marcie Hopkins
Sam van Schaik

Programming advisor

Maja Kominko

Programming committee

Jody Butterworth
Laura Carderera
Pardaad Chamsaz
Cecile Communal
Mariam de Haan
Nicole Monjeau
Maureen Pennock
Charlotte Vyvyan

British Library colleagues

Kate Bates

Rachel Pearson
Jessica Lane

Nasia Ruhomutally
Jacqueline Wheeler

BSL interpretation
Ali Gordon

Sumayya Si-Tayeb
Technology

Rebecca Godley
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Visit our exhibition

Archives all over the world are at risk from

destruction, neglect and physical deterioration.
From early printed maps of Armenia to political
archives in Zambia, the British Library’s

Endangered Archives Programme works with
international institutions to digitise collections
and safeguard them for future generations.

We are celebrating the 20th anniversary of EAP with a display
open now until 23 February 2025 on the Upper Ground Floor
at the Library. It showcases the programme’s global efforts in

digitising and preserving at-risk archives.

#EAPconference

Endangered Archives Programme

BRITISH
AdvHal



