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EAP1457, Mathematical Practices of the Indian Ocean World in coastal communities 

of the Coromandel and Malabar, South India 

The project involved survey and digitization of the endangered archival materials 

relating to mathematical tradition of the Islamic communities in Coromandel and Malabar, 

South India. Such documents were identified that are preserved at various sources in the 

regions. 

As the first step for the implementation of the project, the Principal Investigator Dr. J. 

Raja Mohamad (for Coromandel), Dr. M.H. Ilias, Co-Principal Investigator (for Malabar) 

constituted a team comprising a Field Researcher and a Hired Technician for digitization works 

for each region. 

A training programme was organized by the French Institute, Pondicherry, the Archival 

Partner for the project. Training was imparted to the team, including the Investigators, on 

digitization techniques, documentation process and meta data preparation. 

The team members undertook tours to various places in the regions and digitized 

materials concerning mainly on mathematical and computational practices. The major source 

for the materials for the project were mosques, madrasas, Arabic college libararies, private 

collections in traditional families. Manuscripts and printed books were the available materials 

and they were taken for digitization. 

Coromandel Region 

The language of documentation in the region was Arabic, Tamil and Arabic Tamil. 

Manuscripts and printed books dating back to late nineteenth century were in our attention. 

Priority was given to manuscripts. Out of the fifty-nine items that we had digitized there were 

ten manuscript materials. Among the common thematic materials, like the Holy Quran, only 

of unique nature among them were digitized such as the first transliteration of Holy Quran in 

Arabic language (1881) and the first translation of the Holy Quran in Tamil language (1929). 

Twelve items - books and manuscripts were digitized fully and in the rest, selective and 

important pages were digitized for want of time and space. 

Very early materials were chosen for digitization which give details about the 

traditional mathematical practices on calculation of zakath, partition of properties, calculation 

of prayer timings through natural elements and architecture. Some more contents in the 

digitized materials include: customs and practices in social life, health, siddha and ayurvedic 

medicines, astronomy, astrology, mysticism, philosophy, folklore, history, minor literary 

works etc. All these materials were widely circulated and read in South India, Srilanka and 

Southeast Asian lands. 

  




