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Introduction  
 
The Endangered Archives Programme (EAP)'s mission to preserve the cultural and literary 
heritage around the globe is an essential undertaking that has been ongoing since 2009. Their 
efforts to digitise endangered archives have been crucial in protecting these priceless 
materials from the harmful effects of various natural and man-made risks such as rain, damp, 
termites, and even the threat from terrorists. Thanks to their dedicated work, thousands of 
manuscript pages have been successfully digitised, preserving valuable historical records and 
knowledge for future generations. Additionally, the programme has also been actively 
involved in local initiatives aimed at training individuals to better care for their family archives, 
ensuring that these precious materials remain safe and accessible to their rightful owners and 
for their future generations (BBC Radio 3, n.d.).  
 
The vast majority of the digitised Mali manuscripts come from the cities of Djenné and 
Timbuktu, both of which have a rich history of learning and prosperity that spans over several 
centuries. By digitising these manuscripts, the Endangered Archives Programme has made it 
possible for people from all around the world to access and learn from the wealth of 
knowledge contained within them. (Ngoma, 2017) describes succinctly that, “The manuscripts 
originating from West Africa encompass a wide variety of subjects, both religious and secular. 
Among them are Islamic practices and studies, such as rituals, literature, poetry, Sufism, 
theology, translations and commentaries of the Qur’ān, and jurisprudence… divination and 
geomancy”  

As a PhD placement student, I was tasked with exploring the content of some of these 
invaluable manuscripts, especially those from Djenné. I present some of them below, and 
must mention that the origin of each manuscript has been mentioned. The content and 
writing style as well as the handwriting in each manuscript vary as they have been produced 
by different individuals and at different times in history.  

While there are differences among the manuscripts, one similarity is that many of them are 
titled "Fawā'idu wa al-'asrār: Esoteric" on the EAP's website, which means "advantages and 
secrets", dealing with prayers for a wide variety of topics, including prayers for unity, to get 
along with superiors, have a successful pregnancy, be successful in pursuit of love for 
someone to list a few. There are also tables and non-Arabic text as part of the manuscripts, 
these have been highlighted wherever possible. Unfortunately, due to time constraints, I was 
unable to investigate how these magical formulae were calculated or the meaning of the non-
Arabic text.  

In many Muslim communities began to be written in the Arabic script after the advent of 
Islam. This trend is evident in Persian, Urdu, Pashto, Pakistani Punjabi, and Uyghur script all 
written in the Arabic script. West Africa was not different, and now this practise is called 
Ajami, referring to the non-Arabic nature of the languages. Ngoma explains that the term 
“Ajami” comes from the Arabic word ʿajam, which initially denoted improper Arabic, foreign, 
or Persian but now denotes the literary tradition of non-Arabic in Africa, Asia and also Islamic 
Spain (Ngoma, 2017). Pickthall’s English translation of the Qur’ān have been taken from 
tanzil.net for reference throughout the report. 



Maktūb fī al-fawā’id wa al-‘asrār: Esoteric (Djenné, Mali) 

http://eap.bl.uk/archive-file/EAP879-56-13 
 

‘Ilm al-‘asrar (secret esoteric knowledge) is practised by West African Muslims as additional 
devotional prayers to the prescribed prayers, salāt, and is aimed at bringing about miracles 
(Sanneh, 1974: 313). Throughout the Muslim world supererogatory prayers like these, also 
include wazā’if (singular: wazifa), wird (chant), or mandhūb (meritorious or recommended) 
prayers. Most of these prayers have been collected from the Qur’ān, Hadīth and stories 
attributed to the Prophet or his companions. They are widely used by Muslims for solving 
problems they face in their daily lives, from praying for rain, or riches, to find the one they 
love, or even for cursing one’s enemies.  
  
This manuscript is filed under the reference EAP879/56/13 on the EAP’s website whereas 
original material is housed at The Korobara 1 residence, Djenné. It is said that reciting specific 
du’ās, or prayers mentioned in the manuscript, daily for seven days on an empty stomach can 
bring a sick person the blessings of Allah and the Prophet Muhammad. The prayer is to be 
performed by reading 4 Rak’āt, starting with Al Fātiha and a specified Sūrah in each Rak’ah, 
followed by the recitation of the du’ā three times.  
 

According to the text, reciting this prayer will bring 
a response from Allah and push away any ill-
wishing enemies, granting victory to the reciter. 
The text also mentions that this prayer was recited 
by Prophet Muhammad during times of danger, 
resulting in his safety and protection. Other 
notable figures such as Umar bin Al Khattāb and 
Usman ibn ‘Affān (the second and third Khalīfa of 
Islam respectively) are said to have benefited from 
reciting this du’ā, with the reciter being promised 
a face shining like the moon on the Day of 
Judgement and the burden of their bad deeds 
lessened. 
 
The text also includes instructions for exorcism, 
where the written prayer is to be consumed by 
dissolving it in water in a clean container by the 
insane person, starting with Al Fātiha and specific 
verses from the Qur’ān. It is believed that by 

reciting this prayer even once in a person’s lifetime, 100,000 angels will be sent to be with the 
reciter in the grave, and in the hands of each angel, plate of light ( lamp), and on it everything 
that the reciter desires. Allah says if you recite or memorise this prayer, you won’t be 
punished with fire.  
 
Jibra’īl (Gabriel) is said to have revealed that this prayer was written on the base of the throne 
(of Allah) before the creation of man and those who recite it with good intention will have 
their sins purged and receive blessings from 70,000 angels in heaven and 70,000 angels under 
the throne (of Allah).  And Allah says, whoever reads this prayer, s/he will be brought on the 
day of Judgement with his face shining, and he will come out of his grave on the Day of 

http://eap.bl.uk/archive-file/EAP879-56-13


Judgement, he will look and Allah will look back at him, and the creatures will look back at 
him and the angels will say to each other, Allah will bless them because they are from the 
nation of Muhammad, Allah will bless them because of the blessings of this Du’ā.    
 
The Prophet Muhammad will be surprised and will ask O Brother, O Gabriel, is this the prayer 
which has caused Allah to give my people so much blessing? and Jibra’īl will say, (this and) 
even more Oh Muhammad. According to the text, Jibra’īl said whoever read this once in his 
lifetime, his death will be similar to that of the Prophets, and the friends and companions of 
the Prophet, or the ascetics and pious people (like the priests in Christianity who live their 
lives with strict discipline).  
  
On the penultimate page, prayers are mentioned in rhyme that sounds like poetry. Beginning 
with Bismillah, then peace is invoked upon the prophet and his followers and his friends. Allah 
is nūr (light), light upon light (reference to the famous Light verse of the Qur’ān 24:35). All 
praise is due to the one who created the light (nūr), and the Revealed Torah was sent down 
on Mount Tūr ("جبل الطور" (Jabal al-Tur) is an Arabic name for a mountain located in the Sinai 
Peninsula in Egypt. In English, it is known as "Mount Sinai" or "Mount Horeb."), in the divided 
book (mashtoor - divided in chapters). All praise to the one who al mazkoor ( mentioned at 
the time of death) and who is famous (mash’hoor) and thank Him for the good times (sara’) 
and the bad times (al darā’). O Allah, provider of everything, provide me everything, keep 
away from me all evil. Indeed you are capable of eth. Praise  to Allah and thanks be to Allah 
 
It was narrated that someone heard the Prophet say, whoever recites this prayer, it is as if he 
has finished reading the whole Qur’an, and went to Hajj 1000 times, and saved 1000 necks 
(criminals/prisoners from being executed), or making a donation (sadaqa) of 1000 dinars, or 
read 1000 funerary prayers. It is considered an act of charity to participate in someone’s 
funeral prayers or to lead it. Overall, Maktūb fī al-fawā’id wa al-‘asrār is believed to bring 
blessings, protection, and purification to those who recite its teachings with faith and good 
intention, and on the last page what seems to be the scribe practising the Abjad Hawwaz, the 
old Arabic numerical system where letters of the alphabet denoted numbers, and might have 
been practising the cardinal numbers in Arabic. However, there is a possibility of the 
arrangement to be in cipher as the numbers are listed horizontally on the Abjad Hawwaz 
counting from 1 to 10 then 20, 30, 40, 50, 70, 80, 90, 100, 200, 300, 400, 500, 600, 700, 800, 
900 and 1000. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Naming Ceremony of Muslim New-borns (Ilorin, Nigeria) 

 معلومات عن أسماء المولود الجديد

https://eap.bl.uk/archive-file/EAP1101-1-79  

 
The single manuscript folio, EAP1101/1/79, is located in Alfa Koro family house, Ilorin, Kwara 
State, Nigeria. The digitised version of the prayer is taken from the British Library's 
Endangered Archives Programme page. It presents an account of the prayers recited during a 
Muslim naming ceremony. These prayers are an essential part of the ritualistic proceedings 
and commence with seeking refuge in Allah from Satan, referred to as Ta'awwuz. 
Subsequently, the recitation of Bismillahir Rahmanir Rahim, also known as the Tasmiyyah or 
Basmalah, ensues. This invocation serves as an opening statement, invoking the blessings and 
mercy of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful (Sanneh, 1974: 313).  
 
Following this, Salat al Fatih, translated as "O Allah, send prayers upon our master 
Muhammad, the opener of what was closed, and the seal of what had preceded, the helper 
of the truth by the Truth, and the guide to Your straight path. May Allah send prayers upon 
his Family according to his greatness and magnificent rank," is recited. The prayers then 
continue with verse 111 from chapter 17 of the Qur'an, translated by Arberry on Tanzil.net’s 
website as: "And say: 'Praise belongs to Allah, who has not taken to Him a son, and who has 
not any associate in the Kingdom, nor any protector out of humbleness.' And magnify Him 
with repeated magnificats."  
 

Finally, the gathering of Muslims present at the 
naming ceremony offer praise to Allah, for the 
new-born named "fulān". The Arabic word 
"fulān" literally means "so-and-so" or 
"someone" and acts as a placeholder when the 
name is not known. In this case the new-born’s 
name will be inserted here. The supplication, "O 
Allah, bless what he did righteously towards his 
parents, and do not make him an obstacle to his 
parents," is made in the hope that the child may 
be a source of blessings and not an obstacle for 
his parents. 
 
The manuscript presents an overview of the 
prayers recited during a Muslim naming 
ceremony. These prayers are an important 
component of the ceremony, and their 
recitation invokes the blessings and mercy of 
Allah as according to most African traditions, 

Muslim and otherwise, that the name given to a child impacts their life and moulds their 
personality (Olatunji et al., 2015). The Muslim naming ceremony usually occurs on the 
seventh day of the child’s birth but may differ within different schools of thought. The child’s 
head is shaved and if the parents can afford it, an animal is sacrificed and shared with the 
needy although a sacrifice is not obligatory.  

https://eap.bl.uk/archive-file/EAP1101-1-79


Fā’idat ḍarb al-tis‘at ‘alā al-Shaykh Muḥammad al-Ghazāliy: Esoterics (Mali, 
Djenné) 
 

https://eap.bl.uk/archive-file/EAP690-5-315 
 
Fā’idat ḍarb al-tis‘at ‘alā al-Shaykh Muḥammad al-Ghazāliy, and can be translated as the "9 
Benefits of Multiplying/Repeating by Sheikh Muhammad Al Ghazali” is a text that emphasises 
the importance of repeating a specific prayer nine times. The title should have made use of 
the plural fawā’id. The description of the text on the EAP website describes the text to have 
“instructions on how to make fortune, heal certain diseases, be gifted in knowledge, be 
protected against evil and other matters”, however I found the text to be unclear in its 
meaning in several places. The text reference is EAP690/5/315 and the original is housed at 
the Djenné Manuscript Library. 
 
The manuscript has 14 pages in total excluding the title page and the last empty page. The 
order of the text is also wrong and confusing. Page 10 is actually page 2, and similarly page 11 
should be page 3. Overall, the text begins with the description of the greatness of Allah and 
his many attributes, as is common in many of the Malian and general West African 

manuscripts studied for this report. On page 3, it is said;  Oh 
Allah I have the intention (niyyah) to repeat the number of 
your secrets that you gave to your Prophet, this is to be 
repeated 3 times. The word ب ثالث  is used which can be ضر
interpreted as x3 or 3x3. Niyyah in Islamic tradition is the 
clear description of an act, for example before performing 
salat or fasting. So in this case it seems that the author is 
describing their intention of using this prayer to ask for 
Allah’s assistance on behalf of the Prophet’s intercession. 
“I’m seeking your blessings and your mercy and your favour 
and your honesty to take away all your anger in this world 
and the afterlife. You are capable of everything.” At the end 
of this page, vertical to the Arabic text is written the 
following: “To Keep the enemies away from so and so, five 
names have been given  but it appears to be Ajami”, see 

picture on the left. 
 
According to the text, the angel Jibra’īl , visited Prophet Muhammad and shared with him the 
conditions, abilities, and sufferings of the previous Prophets. This information made the 
Prophet cry so much that Jibra’īl  cried as well. When Jibra’īl  returned to the sky, Allah sent 
greetings to the Prophet and told him that by fasting in Ramadan and performing the Tarāwīḥ 
prayer with devotion, he and his nation would receive the same reward as all the previous 
Prophets combined. Jibra’īl  told the Prophet that fasting in Ramadan for a month actually 
equals a year and the prayer of Tarāwīḥ, wherein Muslims make special effort to read the 
entire Qur’an (sometimes as many times as possible), equals worshipping Allah for the whole 
night. The Prophet was happy and laughed, and told Jibra’īl  to ascend to the Heavens and 
bring easier prayers for his nation as they did not live long lives like the nations of the previous 
prophets.  
 
The text also emphasises the importance of repeating a specific prayer before performing the 
multiplying of the secrets revealed to the Prophet and thereby his followers. So one who 
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follows the prayer will benefit greatly and the one who chooses to ignore it despite knowing 
it will suffer. This prayer involves asking Allah for blessings, mercy, and forgiveness, and giving 
Him the right to everything. The prayer is said to bring peace and protect the person from 
enemies. On page 8 the text seems to be in Ajami, followed by the Qur’ānic ayah al-Nur: On 
the truth of these obvious/manifest letters, by the truth of all the verses of the Qur’ān,  “Allah 
is the Light of the heavens and the earth; the likeness of His Light is as a niche wherein is a 
lamp (the lamp in a glass, the glass as it were a glittering star) kindled from a Blessed Tree, an 
olive that is neither of the East nor of the West whose oil well-nigh would shine, even if no 
fire touched it; Light upon Light; Allah guides to His Light whom He will. And Allah strikes 
similitudes for men, and Allah has knowledge of everything” (tr Pickthall 
https://tanzil.net/#24:35). Another reference is made to the Qur’ān, Allah is the creator in 
the creation of the heavens and the earth. His command, when He desires a thing, is to say 
to it 'Be,' and it is. He made the angels messengers with like double triple, quadruple, wings. 
He can increase in creation whatever he wishes, Allah is capable of everything.   
 
Throughout the text, humility and lowliness on behalf of humans is expressed in contrast to 
the greatest of the chosen one, the Prophet Muhammad, and especially Allah, whose 
attributes are numerous has sent down the Qur’ān to guide humanity. It is noted that many 
verses from the Qur’ān are quoted within the prayers. For example, on page 11 it is described 
that humans desire worldly things, like gold, silver and domesticated animals like horses but 
turning to Allah has greater returns. This is followed by the verse: “We have not revealed unto 
thee (Muhammad) this Qur'an that thou shouldst be distressed,It was descended from he 
who created the heaven and the earth, the highest most merciful, he sat on the throne, he 
own that is in the heavens and on the earth and everything in between and what is under the 
sky, and if you And if thou speakest aloud, then lo! He knoweth the secret (thought) and (that 
which is yet) more hidden.Allah! There is no Allah save Him. His are the most beautiful names. 
(tr Pickthall, https://tanzil.net/#20:7”) 
 
In addition, the text contains a supplication that praises Allah and His qualities, such as 
knowledge, power, and holiness. The text also mentions that Allah is the creator of the world 
and has all the beautiful names. So whomever recites these prayers his evil deeds will be 
pushed away, and their prayers will be answered.  
 
The prayer is ended on the following:  “please forgive all my known and unknown sins,. and 
make death easy for me. save us for the suffering of the grave, and save me from the horror 
of the Day of Gathering, and give me the best blessings of this world and the afterlife and save 
me from the evil of this life and that of the afterlife. and I ask you your satisfaction, your mercy 
and forgiveness, your assistance and help, your protection from all of your anger in religion 
and in life and in the afterlife, you are capable of everything, all praise is to the Sustainer of 
the world. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://tanzil.net/#24:35
https://tanzil.net/#20:7


اماد بني جواهر : Jewels for Humanity (Mali, Bamako)  
 
https://eap.bl.uk/archive-file/EAP913-1-6 
 
The manuscript referenced as EAP913/1/6 is housed at the Infa Yattara Family Library in 
Bamako, Mali and has 5 pages in total. Written in a beautiful hand, complete with diacritics, 
it is one of the clearest manuscript I had the pleasure of working with. The title literally 
translates as Jewels of the People of Adam", but means humanity in general and is a collection 
of Ahadīth (singular Hadīth) or sayings or actions of the Prophet.  
 

Like many manuscripts from West Africa it starts with Basmalah, a reminder of Allah's mercy 
and compassion, and sending praise and blessing on the Prophet Muhammad and his progeny 
and his companions. Each hadīth is preceded by   قال رسول هللا صىل عليه وسلم or  قال النبي صلى هللا

وسلم والهعليه   which literally means “the Prophet said”.  
 
The Four Jewels 
 
The Prophet taught that there are four jewels 
that are integral to human life: mind or intellect, 
religion, humility, modesty, and good deeds. 
Anger destroys intellect, envy removes religion, 
greed removes modesty, and backbiting 
removes good deeds 
 
7 Signs of the People of Jannah 
 
The Prophet also told about the signs of the 
people of Jannah (paradise). These signs include 
a determined face, a tongue that remembers 
Allah, a heart that fears Allah, a generous hand, 
frequent prayer, perfect fasting, and greeting all 
Muslims one sees.  

 
7 Signs of the People of Hell 
 
The Prophet also warned about the signs of the people of Hell. These signs include a dark, 
angry, and depressed face, a tongue that does not speak good words, a heart that has 
forgotten belief, no prayer or fasting, miserliness, and not greeting Muslims one sees.  
 
The Five Things  
 
The Prophet also said that there would be a time when people would forget five things. They 
would love money and forget good deeds and charity, love the world and forget the hereafter, 
love mansions and palaces and forget their graves, love sin and forget repentance, and will 
love life and forget death, or the eternal life of the hereafter. These warnings serve as a 
reminder to individuals to prioritise their relationship with Allah and to live a life that is 
focused on righteousness and spirituality. 
 
 

https://eap.bl.uk/archive-file/EAP913-1-6


The Importance of Scholars 
 
The Prophet emphasised the importance of scholars and their role in guiding the ummah 
(community). He compared scholars to salt in food, highlighting that just as there is no good 
food without salt, there is no good or righteous ummah without good scholars. However, the 
Prophet also warned that there would be a time when scholars would be recognized only by 
their new clothes or their new way of dressing, and that they would only listen to the Qur’ān 
recited in a good voice and would not worship Allah outside of the month of Ramadan. 
 
In another saying, the Prophet PBUH highlighted the significance of scholars and their role in 
society. He stated that whoever receives a scholar in their house is as if they received the 
Prophet himself. Additionally, whoever sits with a scholar is like sitting with the Prophet. This 
statement emphasises the importance of seeking knowledge and respecting those who 
possess it. 
 
The Prophet PBUH also emphasised the importance of hospitality towards scholars and 
guests. He stated that if a scholar enters a village but does not stay there, Allah will remove 
their punishment of the grave for forty years.  
 
Additionally, when a guest enters a believer's house, blessings enter the house, and Allah 
forgives the residents of that household. These statements highlight the significance of 
showing kindness and respect towards others, especially guests and scholars. 
 
Good vs Bad People  
 
The Prophet also taught that the good people are those who help others and do not hurt 
them, while the bad people are those who do not help others and hurt them.  
 
Teaching Qur’ān to Children  
 
One of the most significant sayings of the Prophet highlights the importance of teaching the 
Qur’ān to children. The Prophet stated that whoever teaches his child one verse from the 
Qur’ān is equal to the worship of a thousand years and better than giving a thousand dinars 
to the poor and needy.  
 
Seeking Knowledge 
 
The Prophet also stressed the importance of spending money on seeking knowledge. He 
stated that whoever spends one dinar on knowledge is like spending a thousand dinars in the 
way of Allah. Moreover, if someone dies while seeking knowledge, Allah will send two angels 
to teach them until the day of judgement. 
 
The People of Jannah 
 
Another saying of the Prophet highlights the rewards of good deeds. He stated that four 
communities will be in heaven, those who fed the hungry, those who clothed the destitute, 
those who fasted during Ramadan, and those who recited the Qur’ān. Another hadīth says 
that, one who cries (and reflects on) himself with Allah’s fear will be in heaven. 
 



The Prophet also emphasised the significance of fear of Allah, repentance, and thankfulness. 
He stated that prayer, charity, fear of Allah, repentance, and thankfulness are essential duties 
to enter heaven if Allah wills it, and indeed Allah does not break his promises.  
 
Reciting the Qur’ān 
 
Another hadīth states that, if one recite the Qur’ān, angels will descend from heaven and sit 
with them and when they finish, the angels swill ascend back to the heaven and Allah will ask 
them, how did you leave my worshippers, they would say, oh Allah they praise you on Earth 
and they ask for forgiveness, Allah will say oh angels, I have forgiven them and even those 
who were sitting close by, just listening. 
 
7 households that will not receive Allah’s mercy 
 
One where a woman is divorces, second, where the woman is disobedient to her husband, 
third where alcohol is drunk, one where there is full betrayal, one where Allah is not 
remembered,  distracted from Allah, worship and belief, and lastly where the woman steals 
her husband’s money. 
 
However one hadīth says that, if a guest enters a believer’s house, it is as if blessings have 
entered that house and Allah will forgive the residents of that household for welcoming the 
guest. 
 

The manuscript mentions things to do and not do during the 
Night of Power but some of it is not clear, and the name of 
Allah and Muhammad have been written in red ink. In a 
similar vein to most prayers, the manuscript ends with this 
supplication: “Oh Allah I beseech you to give us from the 
blessings of the Night of Power by the holiness  of 
Muhammad, and his companions. Forgive me before I die, 
give me mercy after death, and my parents and all living and 
dead Muslim men and women, indeed you have power over 
everything, all praise is due to Allah who is the Sustainer of 
all worlds.” 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Fawaa-idou siriyatou fi tibbi : Esoterics [not dated] (Mali – Djenné) 
 
http://eap.bl.uk/archive-file/EAP488-1-51-74 
 
The original manuscript is held at Djenné Manuscript Library, while the digitised reference on 
the British Library’s website is, EAP488/1/51/74. The title translates as “The secret benefits 
in medicine”.  There are three pages in this collection but the third page is the same as page 
1. In total, there are two pages with some tables and diagrams with Ajami incantations to help 
a woman have a successful pregnancy. 
 

The text begins with a prayer in the name of Allah, 
invoking the attributes of the one who is powerful, 
forgiving, thankful, and so on. The text then lists several 
boxes, including "the Names," "Sky," "The Su’," 
"Asuuhum," "Jeeraas," and more, which it is assumed is 
Ajami or cipher for protection.  
 
The text continues with a reference to the prophet 
Muhammad and his progeny, and states that if a woman 
is pregnant, the life of the baby is in the hands of the 
Prophet. The text instructs the reader to write a verse and 
place the paper on the belly of the woman, which will 
prevent a miscarriage and help the woman to have a 
strong pregnancy. The text mentions the concept of 
"Shajara," which means the continuation of the family 
lineage (literally tree), and states that with the 
permission of Allah, the above method will result in a 
good baby for the woman. 

 
The text also mentions repeating several names, it is presumed in Ajami. It is worth noting 
that the text is written in a mixture of Arabic and Ajami transliterated in Arabic, with some 
unclear or missing information. The text concludes with Basmalah, reminding the readers of 
Allah’s mercy and compassion, and a prayer for peace upon Muhammad and his progeny. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://eap.bl.uk/archive-file/EAP488-1-51-74


Fawaa-idou wal asraari: Esoterics [not dated] (Mali, Djenné) 
 
http://eap.bl.uk/archive-file/EAP488-1-28-170#?c=0&m=0&s=0&cv=1&xywh=-579%2C-
268%2C2891%2C2880 
 
The single folio, titled Fawaa-idou wal asraari (the secret advantages) is referenced as 
EAP488/1/28/170 on EAP’s website, and the original copy is held at the Djenné Manuscript 
Library. The website’s description mentions that this is a formula for solving problems 
regarding fortune, love, protection, diseases, power etc. Inside the table is a text in Ajami 
script of perhaps a cipher, nonetheless it starts with Basmalah, just outside the box 
 
As can be seen in the picture below, the folio has a single large box in the middle of the page 
with Surah Al Fātiha written above and around it: 
 
In the name of Allah, the most magnificent, the most merciful. Praise be on our leader 
Muhammad (tr Pickthall 1:7, https://tanzil.net/#1:1). Praise be to Allah, Lord of the Worlds, 
The Beneficent, the Merciful. Master of the Day of Judgment, Thee (alone) we worship; Thee 
(alone) we ask for help. 
 
 

 
 
Show us the straight path, The path of those whom Thou hast favoured; Not the (path) of 
those who earn Thine anger nor of those who go astray. The picture shows that verse 6 and 
7 of Surah Al-Fātiha are written at the bottom of the table going around on the left (tr Pickthall 
1:7, https://tanzil.net/#1:1). 
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Fawaa-idou siriyatou lil kitaani: Esoterics [not dated] - (Mali, Djenné) 
 
http://eap.bl.uk/archive-file/EAP488-1-50-47#?c=0&m=0&s=0&cv=2&xywh=-901%2C-
132%2C2844%2C2880 
 
The original manuscript is held at the Djenné Manuscript Library and the EAP reference is 
EAP488/1/50/47, and while the description says that the text includes instructions on how to 
excise girls, the manuscript however, is not very clear about what those supposed advantages 
and instructions might be. The title of the manuscript translates as The secret advantages of 
circumcision. 
 
The manuscript begins with the doxological opening; in the name of Allah, the most Gracious 
and Benevolent and blessings for His Prophet, and mentions there is advantage to performing 
circumcision by the will of Allah. 
 

This is followed part of a verse from Surah Al-A'rāf (7:163), 
copied from the Qur’ān, “  

 
ِتيِهم   ِإذ

ْ
أ
َ
ُهم   ت

ُ
ان
َ
مَ  ِحيت ِتِهم   َيو    َسب 

 
ع َّ

ُ
ُش   how 

their big fish came unto them visibly upon their Sabbath day 
, (tr Pickthall, https://tanzil.net/#7:163) The verse, written 
upside down, is followed by a table, and then again by the 
same verse followed by another table. The full translation 
of the verse reads as follows: “Ask them (O Muhammad) of 
the township that was by the sea, how they did break the 
Sabbath, how their big fish came unto them visibly upon 
their Sabbath day and on a day when they did not keep 
Sabbath came they not unto them. Thus did We try them 
for that they were evil-livers (tr Pickthall 7:163 
https://tanzil.net/#7:163).” 
 
Next to the second table on, is Basmalah and text in Ajami. 

However the last line says:   
َّ
 ِإَل

َ
ة وَّ
ُ
 ق

َ
َل َوَل  َحو 

َ
 which  is a person’s admission that he is باهللَل

unable to do anything without the help and support of Allah.  
 

On the following page, Basmalah is written followed by more 
unclear words. Another diagram is featured in red and blue ink. The 
diagram is a square with a border drawn in red and blue ink and the 
square is divided into four triangles with flowers drawn on the top 
and bottom, like a checked box ☒. In the top and bottom triangles, 
the following line is repeated: “I repent oh Allah, the Lord, he is the 
Lord except whom there’s no Allah, the Lord of the great skies”. The 
left and right triangles consist of a verse form Surah Al-Anbiya’ 
referring the story of Abraham and the fire, “ We said: O fire, be 
coolness and peace for Abraham”(tr Pickthall, 21:69, 
https://tanzil.net/#21:69).  
 

 
 

 
 

http://eap.bl.uk/archive-file/EAP488-1-50-47#?c=0&m=0&s=0&cv=2&xywh=-901%2C-132%2C2844%2C2880
http://eap.bl.uk/archive-file/EAP488-1-50-47#?c=0&m=0&s=0&cv=2&xywh=-901%2C-132%2C2844%2C2880
https://tanzil.net/#7:163)
https://tanzil.net/#21:69


Maktoub fil istikarat: Esoterics [not dated] (Mali, Djenné) 
 
http://eap.bl.uk/archive-file/EAP488-1-29-63#?c=0&m=0&s=0&cv=0&xywh=-
590%2C0%2C2914%2C2591 
 
The original manuscript, which is held at the Djenné Manuscript Library, has been assigned 
the reference EAP488/1/29/63 on the EAP website. The manuscript talks of the prayer of 
Istikhāra, which are prayers of seeking assurance for action under given circumstances 
(Sanneh, 1974), especially when making important decisions. The EAP description states that 
the manuscript contains instructions on how to predict the future in dream. The manuscript 
consist of eight pages in total, including the title page. However the manuscript is not very 
clear and the use of ambiguous words like طنبول and incorrect usage of the Arabic grammar 
making it difficult to understand the meaning.  
 
The manuscript suggests that Istikhāra can be used to seek guidance on matters such as 
finding love, traveling, going to war, getting married, and how to behave when a guests arrive 
at one’s house. The manuscript emphasises the importance of having faith in Allah's guidance 
and trusting that He will guide the believer to what is best for them. The prayer is described 
as a means of seeking Allah's help and guidance in all matters, big or small. The manuscript 
describes the specific charity and donations to be made after each circumstance (or dream) 
and encourages the believers perform good deeds as a way of seeking Allah's favour and 
blessings. 
 

The manuscript also provides guidance on the 
specific actions that should be taken during 
the Istikhāra prayer. For example, it suggests 
donating white deer, or other items as a way 
of seeking Allah's help and guidance. It also 
suggests waiting for specific days or times, 
such as Wednesday or sunset, to perform the 
prayer. In this regard, the most intriguing part 
of the manuscript were page 7 and 8 
describing shapes that appear (perhaps in a 
dream or as a result of seeking guidance 
through Istikhāra) and what charity to make 
according to each one, or how many days. The 
manuscript does not clearly define whether 
the days mentioned are the time it would take 
for the decision to appear or the time the 
reciter of the prayer should wait before taking 
action. It is assumed that the different shaped 
dots have individual interpretations in the 
West African culture. A picture of page 8 is 
added here.  

  

http://eap.bl.uk/archive-file/EAP488-1-29-63#?c=0&m=0&s=0&cv=0&xywh=-590%2C0%2C2914%2C2591
http://eap.bl.uk/archive-file/EAP488-1-29-63#?c=0&m=0&s=0&cv=0&xywh=-590%2C0%2C2914%2C2591


Prayers for Unity (Senegal)  
 
https://eap.bl.uk/archive-file/EAP1042-13-4 
 

The EAP website states that the original material is located in Senegal, as part of the private 
collection of Arfang Massy Samate, and the reference number assigned to the manuscript is 
EAP1042/13/4. Whilst the title suggests that this 15 page manuscript contains a prayer for 
unity, it is actually a collection of different prayers for individual and collective benefit of the 
community and the supplicant may use several passages from the Qur’ān in addition to plead 
to Allah for his grace and mercy while acknowledging their own shortcomings. 
 
The first page begins with a verse 27 from  Chapter 3, Āl-Imrān of the Qur’ān, لیال تولج  

ر
 النهار  ف

النهار تولج و   which is strange and begs the question whether pages are missing from the 
manuscript as all prayers begin with Basmalah. This verse acknowledges the power and 
sovereignty of Allah, who is responsible for the cyclical nature of day and night, and the 
creation and resurrection of all living beings (https://tanzil.net/#3:27). The supplicant then 
asks Allah to bless them with righteous descendants and to hear their prayers.  
 
The second prayer is a plea for forgiveness, steadfastness, and victory over those who reject 
faith. This prayer recognises that Allah is the ultimate source of support and protection and 
asks for His mercy and help in times of difficulty. It also highlights the struggle between 
believers and non-believers, a recurring theme in Islamic history. A picture of this page is 
added below. 
 

 
 
The third prayer acknowledges the guidance and mercy of Allah in bringing the supplicant to 
faith. It asks for Allah's protection from oppression and for patience in the face of adversity. 
The supplicant also expresses a desire to die as a Muslim, a reminder of the importance of 
faith in both life and death. 

https://eap.bl.uk/archive-file/EAP1042-13-4


 
The fourth prayer is a plea for salvation from the punishment of hellfire. This prayer is a 
reminder of the consequences of straying from the straight path and the importance of 
seeking forgiveness and redemption. The phrase "keep us remembering you" highlights the 
importance of maintaining a connection with Allah and seeking His guidance. It also expresses 
a desire to avoid the despair and regret that may come with the Day of Judgment. 
 
The fifth prayer acknowledges the certainty of the Day of Judgment and the importance of 
seeking Allah's protection and forgiveness. It also emphasizes the role of knowledge and 
witness in the judgment process. The phrase "bil qist" emphasizes the supplicant's desire for 
justice and fairness in all matters. It also reminds the supplicant that Allah is the ultimate 
source of power and authority. The reference to the Qur’ānic verse in 59:21 emphasizes the 
power and fear of Allah, “If We had caused this Qur'an to descend upon a mountain, thou (O 
Muhammad) verily hadst seen it humbled, rent asunder by the fear of Allah (tr Picktahall 
https://tanzil.net/#59:21).  
 
The next prayer is for peace, safety and happiness from Allah, the supplicant seeks blessings 
like the early companions of the Prophet, and that Allah’s benevolence is such that sinners 
have been forgiven. This prayer shows the believer's acknowledgement of their shortcomings 
and their reliance on Allah's mercy and forgiveness to be forgiven and pardoned. The verse 
23 from Chapter 7, “They said: Our Lord! We have wronged ourselves. If thou forgive us not 
and have not mercy on us, surely we are of the lost!” (https://tanzil.net/#7:23) from the 
Qur’ān is referred to. The prayers continue asking for forgiveness, protection from hell fire, 
and provision.  
 
On page 8, the prayer continues with a request for guidance, achievement, and care from 
Allah, using various names and attributes of Allah such as Wahhāb (Bestower), Razzāq 
(provider), Walī (Ally), and ‘Alī (Exalted). The supplication concludes with a request for 
strengthening of faith and love for Allah, using a hadīth and Qur’ānic verses to express trust 
and reliance on Allah. The prayers continue in a similar fashion referring to partially to many 
Qur’ānic verses and beseeching Allah to forgive the supplicant’s sins and bless them by the 
intercession of the Prophet. The supplicant humbly invokes the attributes of Allah to be 
blessed with great blessings.  
 
Grant me the gift of eloquence, O Allah, that I may speak with clarity and conviction. Protect 
me from stumbling in my words and guide me to articulate my thoughts in a way that 
resonates with my listeners. May my speech be imbued with Your divine grace and 
compassion, that those who hear it may be moved to accept Your message with open hearts 
and minds. 
 
O Allah, guide me and protect me with your strength and might. Give me the courage and 
wisdom to stand up for what is right and just. Help me to overcome any obstacles in my path 
and grant me success in all my endeavours. May victory come only from You, the source of all 
abundance and blessings. 
 
May Allah's love inspire tenderness and harmony among people, and may those who believe 
love Allah even more deeply. Oh Allah, reveal to me the hidden and manifest signs of your 
divine secrets, and illuminate my path with the light of your guidance. 
 

https://tanzil.net/#59:21


Ilmou ramli: Astronomy [not dated] (Djenné, Mali) 
 
http://eap.bl.uk/archive-file/EAP488-1-27-68 
 
The original manuscript is held at the Djenné Manuscript Library and the EAP reference is 
EAP488/1/27/68. Kitāb fī ‘ilm al-raml, also known as Geomancy, is an ancient form of 
divination that is  practiced in the West Africa. This system involves interpreting patterns 
made on the ground, which is called Raml (sand/earth) to gain insights into the future. The 
interpretation of the patterns is said to reveal the presence of either friendly or hostile forces 
in a person's life. This system is used by people who seek answers to their problems and to 
gain guidance in their lives. 
 
 

 
 
The text begins with describing various situations and scenarios, and what their 
interpretations might be. After Basmalah, it says if Kawshaj, Ādam, Sāleh, ‘Īsa, ‘Umer, 
descended on the house and asked about marriage, sickness, inheritance and bliss etc these 
will be revealed in the sand to be interpreted. However, the order and meanings of the 
elements in this tradition are not always logical and often have hidden meanings. Towards 
the end of the text, there are patterns of dots that resemble those used in sand divination. 
Despite being difficult to follow in places, these dots suggest a connection to the practice of 
sand divination. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://eap.bl.uk/archive-file/EAP488-1-27-68


Kitāb fī ‘ilm al-nujūm: Astrology (Mali, Djenné) 
 
http://eap.bl.uk/archive-file/EAP879-4-171#?c=0&m=0&s=0&cv=1&xywh=-580%2C-
385%2C2844%2C2880 
 
The original manuscript is held at the Djenné Manuscript Library and the EAP reference is 
EAP879/4/171. Astrology is a field of study that has been prevalent for centuries. It is based 
on the belief that the positions and movements of celestial bodies influence human lives and 
events on earth. The ancient Egyptians, Babylonians, Greeks, and Persians were some of the 
first to develop astrology and use it for divination and prediction. The EAP’s website describes 
this manuscript to contain instruction on how to predict the future with the help of 
astrological signs. The science of Astrology is known as ‘ilm al-nujūm in Arabic, which means 
the knowledge of stars. This manuscript contains observations and predictions about the 
positions and movements of celestial bodies and an interpretation of their impact on human 
lives. 
 
The most intriguing aspect of the manuscript was the calendar template. The manuscript 
mentions the Islamic months Muḥarram, Ṣafar, Rabīʿ al-Awwal, Rabīʿ al-Thānī, Jumādā al-
Awwal, Jumādā al-Thānī, Rajab, Shaʿbān, Ramaḍān (the month of fasting), Shawwāl, Dhū al-
Qaʿdah, and Dhū al-Ḥijjah on page 5 aand 6. The manuscript mentions 30 days marked for 
each Islamic month, with a marker after every 10 days. For each day in the Islamic month, the 
manuscript mentions the position of the celestial bodies in the sky, with respect to the east, 
west, north, and the sun. It also mentions the movement of the “mysterious men,” which 
could refer to the stars or planets. The manuscript also mentions symbols for each day, such 
as white circles for days of abundance and good fortune, black circles for days of lack and 
misfortunes, and dark or clear circles for days of death and sickness. 
 

For example, the first day of Muharram is marked with a 
dark circle, which symbolises lack. The sixth day of the 
month is marked with a white circle, which symbolises 
abundance. The tenth day of the month is marked with 
a dash below, which symbolises the attempt to incite 
hatred between two people. The first page of the 
manuscript describes the days of the month and 
positionality of the stars but the 13th, 18th, and 27th day 
of the month are missed.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://eap.bl.uk/archive-file/EAP879-4-171#?c=0&m=0&s=0&cv=1&xywh=-580%2C-385%2C2844%2C2880
http://eap.bl.uk/archive-file/EAP879-4-171#?c=0&m=0&s=0&cv=1&xywh=-580%2C-385%2C2844%2C2880


Kitāb litadmīr al-fājir: Esoteric (Mali, Djenné) 
 

http://eap.bl.uk/archive-file/EAP879-26-107#?c=0&m=0&s=0&cv=1&xywh=-
45%2C77%2C3753%2C3215 
 
The original manuscript is held at the Djenné Manuscript Library and the EAP reference is 
EAP879/26/107. The title of the manuscript translates as Book to Destroy the Immoral. Whilst 
the manuscript is very well written and showcases the author’s profound knowledge of the 
Arabic language, the content uses very strong language for cursing one’s enemies or the 
wicked. Additional information and detailed notes on this manuscript can be found in the 
notes document.  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://eap.bl.uk/archive-file/EAP879-26-107#?c=0&m=0&s=0&cv=1&xywh=-45%2C77%2C3753%2C3215
http://eap.bl.uk/archive-file/EAP879-26-107#?c=0&m=0&s=0&cv=1&xywh=-45%2C77%2C3753%2C3215
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