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EAP 280 Project Report
The Cikadu collection, Kuningan (West Java, Indonesia)
Fieldwork carried out in the Kuningan regency of West Java in October 2009 led to
the discovery of a very important repository of rare palm-leaf manuscripts. This
discovery is in fact a ‘rediscovery’, for the repository was first located in the early 90s
by a team of researchers, including Mr. Undang Darsa and Mr. Tjahja Sunirat, who
were conducting fieldwork in the frame of a project involving the microfilming of
(mostly Islamic) manuscripts in West Java.
The existence of the Cikadu manuscript collection has, for unknown reasons,
not been disclosed to the public. The Catalogue to the microfilmed manuscripts,
published in 1999, 1 does not mention it. The few microfilms that were made on the
spot, however, are accessible to the public in the Manuscript Reading Room of the
National Library of Indonesia (Jakarta) as Rol. 36.28. The quality of the microfilms is
unfortunately very poor, and almost nothing of the contents of the few leaves that
were portrayed is legible.
On 21–10–2009 a survey to the village of Cikadu was made by the applicants.
The collection of manuscripts was fortunately still found in the possession of a
relative of the village chief (kapala desa), and permission to inspect it was promptly
granted by the village chief himself. The manuscripts were stored, in a very
precarious manner, in a large basket case kept inside a storage room located on the
attic of a private house, with no door and thus partially exposed to light and other
climatic events. Some of the leaves were found inside original bamboo cases, but
most were scattered in the basket case; some other leaves, mostly fragmentary, were
found inside a marcescent smaller basket case.
On 26–10–2009 a second visit to Cikadu was made by the applicants,
accompanied by three assistants, Mr. A. Fadilah (Jakarta Institute of Fine Arts), Mr.
M. Rachmat and Mr. D. Kurnyadi (University of Padjadjaran). In the presence of a
functionary of the local Directorate for Tourism and Culture (DISPARBUD), the
basket case was moved from its original location to the office of the village head and
the manuscripts were removed for superficial cleaning. The bamboo cases were
photographed, along with samples of the leaves. The marcescent fragments were
separated from the rest of the materials, which were wrapped inside white linen and
stored inside a large cardboard box. The box was then moved again to its original
location.
The very poor state of conservation has caused the irretrievable loss of
probably more than half of the leaves originally belonging to the repository. However,
the number of legible leaves is still significative, being around the order of at least
three hundreds. Most of the leaves are from lontars, inscribed in a kind of Old
Javanese cursive script.
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The Cikadu repository represents the only example, besides Ciburuy, of Old
Javanese palm-leaf manuscript collection to have been located in the whole of Java.
Because of the number of rare manuscripts it has preserved, its documentation and
study may constitute a milestone in the field of Javanese studies. Its endangered state
is eloquently illustrated by the photos pasted below.
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EAP 280 Project Report
Cirebon (West Java, Indonesia)
In October, fieldwork in the Cirebon regency was carried out by the main applicant
and a collaborator, Mr. Ahmad Fadilah, with a follow-up in November and December
by Mr. Fadilah. The survey focussed on locating manuscript collections potentially
preserving palm-leaf manuscripts and establishing a network of knowledgeable
informants. The outcome was in both cases positive. It is clear that the Cirebon area is
extraordinarily rich in manuscripts, most of which belong to collections that have
never been documented. Further fieldwork in the area will most certainly lead to the
discovery of more palm-leaf manuscripts.
Collections:
1) Private collection of Mr. Kartani.
Born in 1938, Mr. Kartani is a respected intellectual and historian of Cirebon,
who has been active for several years as a writer and performer. He has gathered a
number of ancient manuscripts and artifacts from the area of Cirebon. He is now a
leading member of the Yayasan Keraton Kasepuhan. In the course of time, Mr.
Kartani has gathered a significant collection of manuscripts, mostly of Islamic
character and on paper, and at least one palm-leaf manuscript. Mr. Kartani is trying to
establish, with Mr. Elang Panji Jaya and other local intellectuals, a museum that will
store manuscripts from several private collections.
In December, Mr. Fadilah was granted permission to photograph one palmleaf manuscript (lontar) belonging to the collection.
2) Private collection of Mr. Elang Panji Jaya.
Mr. Panji Jaya is another prominent intellectual, performer and gatherer of
antiquities. The applicant has inspected his manuscript collection, consisting of
probably more than one hundred manuscripts, but found no palm-leaf manuscripts.
3) Public collection of the Directorate for Tourism and Culture (DISPARBUD) of
Cirebon.
The office of the Directorate has several manuscripts from Cirebon on display.
One exemplar of old palm-leaf manuscript, not yet documented and catalogued, was
found. The officer in charge, Mr. Hilman, has declared to be eager to collaborate with
the activity of documentation of old palm-leaf manuscripts in the regency, and
promised to grant permission to reproduce the manuscripts of the DISPARBUD
collection during a future project.
4) Private collection of Kraton Kacirebonan
The Sultan of the Kraton Kacirebonan, Mr. Abdulgani Natadiningrat, has
received our team and shown several exemplars of manuscripts on paper kept in his
residence. Many of the manuscripts were, unfortunately, in a very poor state of
conservation. It is likely that palm-leaf manuscripts are also part of the collection, but
because of their sacred and pusaka character it is very difficult to get access to them.
More visits and collaboration with local intellectuals will be needed.

5) Private collection of Mr. Gurame
Mr. Gurame, and elder perfomer and puppeteer (dalang), is known to possess a
collection of manuscripts that includes more that one lontar. Regrettably,
circumstances prevented us from inspecting the manuscripts.
According to our informants, Islamic pesantren in the outskirts of Cirebon and
especially in Gunung Jati are believed to keep collections of manuscripts, which may
include palm-leaf manuscripts. Other such manuscripts are likely to be in the
possession of single individuals, but getting access to them has proved to be difficult.

Informants:
Sujaai (writer, traditional doctor)
Tede Sujana (historian, traditional performer)
Salana and R. Sumanang (section of History and Antiquities of the Yayasan Kraton
Kasepuhan)
Mahrus (docent at the School for Islamic Studies, Cirebon)
Djokopurwanto (member of the C Commission of the Provincial Legislative Council
for Provinces)
Elang Panji Jaya (intellectual, performer, historian)
Kartani (intellectual, performer, historian)
Opan (PhD candidate in Philology, Universitas Indonesia)
Hilman (officer of DISPARBUD)
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EAP 280 Project Report
Garut (West Java, Indonesia)
2) Ciburuy
The photographing of the complete manuscript collection of Ciburuy was successfully
carried out by the applicants in the months of August and October. In early September
an earthquake of the magnitude of 7.1 degrees (Richter) hit the Garut regency,
causing widespread damage. Although the village of Ciburuy was not spared (see
photo below), the site where the manuscripts are preserved suffered no damage.
3) Other areas
Fieldwork in the Garut regency was carried out by the applicants in the months of
August and October. The survey included the collection of antiquities and
manuscripts belonging to prince Mamat Derajat in Cibatu. Unfortunately, Mr. Derajat
was out of station but his collaborators allowed us to peruse the collection (which did
not include any palm-leaf ms.), and declared to be willing to offer their help in
locating palm-leaf manuscripts in the frame of a future project.
A visit was paid to the small museum of the old Śaiva temple of Cangkuan, in
which a few Islamic manuscripts on paper are kept.
A meeting with the Prince (Pangeran) Jatikusuma of Cigugur was organized.
Pangeran Jatikusuma is an amateur student and patron of Sundanese culture. During
the meeting he claimed to know the location of palm-leaf manuscripts, and offered his
help for an eventual future project.

Government reports going back to the 80s and lists found among the materials
left behind by Prof. Edi Ekadjati indicate the presence of palm-leaf manuscripts in the
area of Tasikmalaya; however, the individuation of the private owners of the
manuscripts appears to be difficult.
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